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Dear friends

A saint we commemorate on 4th August is St John Vianney.
He is the patron saint of parish priests and his heavenly
birthday (the day he entered his eternal rest) is coincidentally
shared with the earthly birthday of my late father and also
Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother.

The saintly priest would wear himself out through long hours
spent in the confessional, and people would come from far
and wide to receive his wise counsel. Here is one of the many
endearing stories told of him: an elderly farmer would often §
enter his church in Ars, in France, and just sit in front of the
tabernacle for long periods of time. Curious, one day the
venerable curé asked him what he said or did while sitting
there. “Nothing,” came the reply. “I look at Him, and He looks
at me.”

Sometimes I think we can get too bogged down with what we think we ought to be saying to
God. Just as in our personal human interactions, we need to be aware of when we should say
something, or need to say nothing. Often we cannot resist the impulse to speak, and sometimes
our impulses are inappropriate and unnecessary.

With God, of course, we needn’t have quite the same concerns as with our human interactions,
as he knows what is in our hearts, but often we get our priorities mixed up in our minds and tell
God what He ought to be doing for us (or for someone else). He knows! What He wants to see in
us is an acceptance by us that we are His children and that, as with any responsible loving
parent, He is aware of what we need. Of course He wants us to pray to him, to talk to Him, and
express our thoughts and wishes, but He won’t always answer in the way we want or expect.
Sometimes that leads to disappointment, but isn’t that the way with every childhood demand?
“No”, “later”, “not yet”, we have all heard this many times from our parents or other respons-
ible people in our time. It might grate when that is God’s response, and we think that He just
isn’t interested, but it is all part of the development of the soul, so that when the time comes
and we are called into His presence, we have grown to fully trust Him and His loving care.
Those words in Psalm 46 v. 10: “Be still and know that I am God,” should receive much more
consideration in this frenetic world. Next time you are in church, gaze at the tabernacle and
remember the wisdom of that old farmer: “I look at Him, and He looks at me.”

With every blessing

Fr. Raymond Thompson
Archdeacon

(My “desk picture” above shows an Isle of Sheppey scene as viewed from my desk, or from the garden, or
within a few minutes of it.)



9/11

The 25th anniversary of the atrocities of 11th September 2001 will soon be upon us. I think
everyone over the age of 30 would remember what they were doing when they heard the news
from New York and Washington that day. I had just heard it on the radio and turned on the tv
feeling shock and disbelief at what I saw. I also have clear memories of the terrorism enacted
in Northern Ireland, London, Manchester and other places at the hands of the IRA for 30
years, and in August 1969 I preached at a garrison church the weekend that the so-called
“Troubles” resulted in troops being deployed into that complex situation. As this particular
anniversary approaches, our prayers will be for all the victims, their families and for the
victims of all the wars and conflicts that have issued from that fateful day called 9/11.

But where can the Christian value of forgiveness fit into this picture? First we must recognise
that in this instance forgiveness is not our business. It isn’t for us to forgive the planners and
perpetrators of the 11th September attacks. As a grown up people and nation it is our business
to try to recognise what it is that causes terrorist organisations to thrive, and to play our part in
creating a world where peace and justice are so commonplace that no terrorism or oppression
or violent resistance will be thought necessary. What can we glimpse of God’s approach to us
as individuals and as nations? The answer to that question will not satisfy those whose daily
diet consists of a deadly mix of anger, revenge and self-righteousness. There is no getting away
from the fact that the Christian gospel gives no warrant or justification for violent action
against anyone — and I say that in acknowledgement that the Church has frequently
compromised its position by defining “just wars” and cruelty and has not only condoned the
death penalty but actively used that ultimate act of violence to its own ends.

So, while we can’t make a window into other people’s souls, and we don’t know what is going
on in their hearts and minds or what they are trying to deal with in their own lives, what we do
know is that Jesus’ demand that we forgive others is plain and unambiguous. We should be
honest and admit that it isn’t always easy to forgive, but that difficulty doesn’t excuse us from
trying. And don’t be overwhelmed by the seeming size of the problem and so be tempted to
give up. Jesus addresses us as a Church and as individual members of His body. We start with
ourselves, our own lives and those close to us at home, at work, at school. As Gandhi said to his
followers: “Be the change you want to see in the world.” We can’t demand that nations foster a
spirit of peace rather than the spirit of fear and revenge if we don’t address that deep human
impulse in ourselves. Being victims of another person’s wrongdoing does not make us innocent
of our own wrongdoing. God can see what we are doing and our foolishness will leave tragedy
or catastrophe in its wake. Somehow this all has to start in our own hearts — each of us. Pray
that God’s grace will so fill our hearts that the start can be made; that as we know ourselves to
have been forgiven much, so that grace spreads outwards to embrace everyone in our own lives
and on and on. Maybe believing that we have indeed been forgiven is the hardest single step.

equal to the sacrifice of the mass, for they

are the works of men, and the holy mass is

the work of God
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