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15th
February 2026, Bishop Damien Mead

On Quinquagesima  Sunday,
was pleased to receive into the full
communion of the Anglican Catholic
Church, Mark Andrew Cyphus. Mark is a
member of Our Lady of Walsingham and
St Francis of Assisi, Rochester.

Also, at the Synod on 9™ May, Bishop
Damien was pleased to receive Theo

Wilmot who lives in Southampton.
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p7; International News
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The XXXIV Synod of the Diocese of the
United Kingdom was held on 9™ May
2026 at the Cathedral Church of St
Augustine of Canterbury.

This year, Mead
announced that the theme for the XXXIV
Diocesan Synod was to be one of

Bishop Damien

renewal of the dedication of the Diocese
to the Blessed Virgin Mary’s patronage
titte of Our Lady of
Walsingham. Members of the Diocese

under her

had been encouraged to pray a novena
for this occasion.

As is
celebrated at 11 o’clock by Bishop

customary, the Mass was

Damien assisted by the Cathedral Dean,
Canon Jonathan Munn ObIOSB acting as
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Deacon, the Diocesan Dean, the Very

Rev Andrew Scurr acting as Subdeacon
and the Archdeacon, the Venerable
Raymond Thompson acting as MC. This
year’s guest preacher was Fr Gordon Tall
from the parish of St Deiniol and St
Asaph with St Giles in Pembrokeshire. As
Tall’s
reproduced in this issue.

is customary, Fr sermon is

We were also privileged to have
members of the church choir of St Mary
of Charity Faversham, directed by Mr
Ben Saul ARCO, sing with us and raising
the rafters with us. Their contribution
along with organist Paul Tidd was much
appreciated.
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From the Bishop

As is our custom, we reproduce the
Bishop’s Charge from the Diocesan

Synod.

The Rt Rev Dr Damien Mead,
Bishop Ordinary

Beloved in Christ,

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from
God our Father and from the Lord Jesus
Christ. As we gather for this Thirty Fourth
Diocesan Synod, our hearts are drawn
once again to the gracious protection
of Our Lady of
Walsingham, Patron of this Diocese. Her

and intercession

presence in our common life is not
ornamental or incidental; it is profoundly
theological, deeply pastoral, and
unmistakably formative for our identity
as a Diocese called to fidelity, holiness,

and mission.
Our Lady’s Patronage in Our History

When this Diocese was established in
1992, Bishop Leslie Hamlett placed it
deliberately under the protection of Our
Lady. This was more than a symbolic act;
it was a declaration that our life,
ministry, and witness would be shaped

by the mystery of the Incarnation—by
that fiat of the Blessed Virgin which
opened the world to its Redeemer.

Bishop Hamlett ensured that her image
was placed upon the diocesan seal,
making her guardianship visible every
time the Diocese spoke with authority or
acted formally. Yet, as you know, he left
the Diocese and the Anglican Catholic
Church in 1997. What you may not know
is he took the original seal with him. A
new seal was commissioned by the
senior priest left in the Diocese, The
Venerable Patrick McEune. Alas, when
he also left the Diocese and ACC and
returned to the Church of England, he
took that replacement Seal with him!
Goodness only knows what they were
going to do with them 1?!

In moments that have rightly become
part of our diocesan story, we found
ourselves without the very emblem that
had marked Our Lady’s protection. So
back to the drawing board. Through the
generosity of a gentleman in Newcastle,

sizeable

Joe Hooper, who sent a

contribution, we started afresh.

And yet — and here is the remarkable
and rather delightful providence of God
— our new seal design depicted Our
Lady of Walsingham, not seated in her
traditional pose, but standing. It was as
though she had risen to “vote with her
feet,” returning to the Diocese that had
been entrusted to her care. In her
standing, we see not loss, but renewal;
not absence, but a renewed presence;

not uncertainty, but maternal resolve.

Pentecost 2026

What It Means to Have Our Lady of
Walsingham as Patron

To bear the patronage of Our Lady of
Walsingham is to be shaped by three
essential characteristics of her vocation:

iy , 4~-¢\/‘ 153
Our Lady’s “Be it unto me according to
thy word” is not merely a historical

utterance: it is the pattern of Christian

discipleship. A Diocese under her
protection must continually say yes to
God—yes to truth, yes to holiness, yes to
love,

sacrificial yes to the mission

entrusted to us.

Walsingham itself is a shrine marked by
loss, restoration, and pilgrimage. So too
has our Diocese known seasons of
struggle and renewal. Our Lady teaches
us steadfastness. She remained at the
foot of the Cross; so must we stand firm
in our commitments to the Catholic
faith, the apostolic ministry, and the
unity of Christ’s Body.

At the Visitation, Mary carried Christ into
the hill country—literally bringing the
Incarnate Word into the world. As her
diocesan children, we are called to bear
Christ with similar joy. Evangelism is not
a programme but an overflow of the
Gospel dwelling within us.

However my brothers and sisters, if Our
Lady is truly our Patron, then we must
embody the virtues she exemplifies:
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¢ Humility, which opens us to grace

¢ Obedience, which aligns us with God’s
will

e Purity of heart, which makes us

transparent to Christ

e Zeal, which drives us into the world
with good news

which
maternal care for all her children

e Compassion, reflects her

Her patronage is not passive or distant.
She is a living intercessor, a present help,
a model for our life together.

We know we have challenges, to those
outside the Church we seem perhaps to
be on a back footing. We have had
disappointments. It is fitting that the
Patron of this Cathedral, should be St
Augustine of Canterbury, Apostle to the
English. In fulfilling his calling he was full
of doubts, full
apprehension at the enormity of the

of worries, full of

mission that St Gregory the Great had
entrusted to him in the re-evangelisation
of this land.
debate, and discern in this Synod, let us

But as we deliberate,

be mindful that we do so under the
mantle of Our Lady of Walsingham.

Her standing figure on our seal reminds
us that the Mother of God is not merely
seated in contemplation but active in

She stands
intercede, ready to protect, ready to

guiding us. —ready to

lead us more deeply into the mystery of
her Son.

May this Synod, therefore, be marked
by:

e Charity in all our speech

Wisdom in all our decisions

Unity in all our actions
e Courage in all our mission

Let us go forward with renewed
confidence. May we hear the one who
said, “Do whatever he tells you,” say the

same to us today.

Under the protection of Our Lady of
Walsingham, may we be a Diocese that
responds wholeheartedly to her counsel
and faithfully to her Son.

May Our Lady of Walsingham pray for us.

May St Augustine of Canterbury, patron
of this cathedral, pray for us.

May the Holy Ghost strengthen us.

And may Christ our Lord be glorified in all
we do, say and think.

In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy T
Ghost. Amen. - o A

News from the
XXXIV Synod

Report from Synod

ACC DIOCESE OF THE UK SYNOD XXXIV
HELD ON 9™ MAY 2026

The ACC Diocese of the UK held it’s 34th
annual Diocesan Synod on Saturday 9t
May 2026, at the Cathedral Church of St
Augustine  of

Canterbury, Painters

Forstal, Nr Faversham, Kent.
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At the beginning of the Pontifical High
Mass, prior to the commencement of the

Synod meeting, The Right Revd Damien
Mead, Bishop Ordinary, renewed the
dedication of the Diocese to the
Patronage of Our Lady of Walsingham.
The Bishop was assisted at Mass by The
Very Revd Canon Jonathan Munn,
OblOSB, (Dean of the Cathedral) who
deaconed the Mass and The Very Revd
Andrew Scurr (Diocesan Dean) who was
subdeacon. The Venerable Raymond
Thompson was Master of Ceremonies,
and The Revd Gordon Tall (St Deiniol and
Asaph with St Giles, Pembrokeshire) was
Mr Theo Wilmot was
Received into the Full Communion of the
ACC from the Roman Catholic Church.

the preacher.

Following Lunch, the Bishop welcomed
the delegates to the Synod and began
Then
followed the Credentials Report, Roll Call

the proceedings with prayer.

and data from the Annual Returns which
had been distributed in advance via
email by the Diocesan Secretary, Ms
Nikki Thompson. It was determined that
the Synod was quorate in both Houses of
Clergy and Laity.

The Bishop made his charge (reproduced
above)

Membership of the Council of Advice:

Michael Smales (ACC Fellowship) was
appointed as the Bishop’s House of Laity
nominee for 1 year. Fr Raymond
(Cathedral Parish)
appointed as the Bishop’s House of
Nikki
was

Thompson was
Clergy nominee for 1 vyear.

(Cathedral Parish)
appointed in the House of Laity for a 3

Thompson

year term, Fr Andrew Scurr (Rochester)
was appointed in the House of Clergy for
a 3 year term. Existing members are:
(From the House of Laity) Yvonne Tall
(Pembrokeshire) — 2 years remaining,
Roy Hipkiss (Cathedral Parish) — 2 years
remaining. And (From the House of
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Clergy) Fr Jonathan Munn (Cathedral
Parish) — 2 years remaining.

The following officers were appointed:
Robert
Antonio

Chancellor: Fetchman,

Vice-Chancellor: Matasso,
Diocesan Secretary: Nikki Thompson,
Michael

Kerry

Smales
Scott,
Investment Fund Secretary: Michael

Diocesan Treasurer:

Assistant  Treasurer:

Smales,
Archivist: Margaret Mead,
Safeguarding  Officer: Roy Hipkiss,

Assistant Safeguarding Officer: Ronald

Holmes (subject to confirmation),

Risk Assessment Officer: Fr Andrew

Scurr,

Chairman of the Board of Ministry and

Education: Fr Raymond Thompson;
Catholic
Coordinator: Fr Andrew Scurr,
Editor of ACC UK: Fr Jonathan Munn;

Promoter: The

Anglican Fellowship

Trinitarian Bishop,

Auditor: Phillip James.

The Synod received reports sub-mitted
by the Bishop, Archdeacon, Diocesan
Dean, The Parishes, The Secretary,
Treasurer, ACC Fellowship, ACC-DUK The
Magazine, Safe-
Officer, Risk
Assessment Officer and from The Board

Diocesan Diocesan

guarding Diocesan

of Ministry and Education.

The synod adopted a budget of £64,000.
An increase of 10% on the previous year.

The Synod unanimously Resolved to
send Loyal Greetings to HM King Charles
11l and to Archbishop Haverland.

Annual Report for St Augustine’s
Cathedral for the year 2025

| took over from Bishop Damien as
Rector and Dean of St Augustine’s on

Low Sunday this vyear. This was

significant not just for me but for Bishop
Damien who has faithfully and diligently
built up the parish of St Augustine’s for
twenty years. My office now allows
Bishop Damien to concentrate on the
business of episcopal management while
| ensure that the Cathedral parish runs as
it should. His shoes are, as one might
expect, rather big for me to fill.

In February, the Cathedral exterior was
fitted with a defibrillator for use by the
This
strengthens our ties with the village, and

Painters  Forstal community.
I am looking at ways in which we can
develop that relationship and awaken
neighbours to our presence. The initial
ill-feeling to our presence due to our
acquisition of the building in 2017 has
largely dissipated: | have been able to
pop into the Community Centre for a
couple of events and even presented
myself at the Alma in which I received a
warm welcome.

with
Together in

We are also exploring links
Churches/Christians
Faversham. | have been welcomed at
three meetings now but they have no
clear admissions process so it remains
unclear whether | am present as an
observer or as a member, though |
receive all the emails and details. | have
offered them the use of the Cathedral for
their AGM but it is unclear whether they

wish to accept it.

Following the beautiful service of
Consecration of the Cathedral in 2024, it
has been decided that this shall be our
parish’s principal feast. While we still
keep, and venerate, the feast of St
Augustine of Canterbury, it occurs too
close to the Synod for adequate
observation. Moving it to the Sunday
closest to the 5t of July, we have a bit of
space to organise our festivities and
worship and perhaps to offer a more

fitting veneration of our parish’s patron.

Pentecost 2026

We are continuing the same traditions.

Fr Ray presided over the burial of the

Alleluia  on the Sunday before
Septuagesima and over its resurrection
on Easter Day. This ceremony has been
eyed by members of the ACC oversees
who have tried to follow us in our
tradition. The Bishop remains the only
one tall enough to chalk the crown of the
Cathedral door at Epiphany and, now
that there are three of us, services and
duties are shared out between us which
takes some pressure off of us especially
at principal feasts such as Easter and

Whitsunday.

Shortly after | arrived, Louis Collins our
organist announced his resignation due
to new work commitments in France. It
seems | have that effect on people! The
congregation wished him well, giving
him our usual, warm send off and the gift
of a statue of a mouse at the organ.
Following his departure, we have
acquired the services of two magnificent
Matthew

Schellhorn and Paul Tidd who supply the

organists and  cantors,
hymns, propers, and the ordinary of the
Mass as well as appropriate twiddling
during ceremonies at the altar.

There have been a few structural issues
which need to be reported to the
Diocese, on the grounds that the
Cathedral is owned by the Diocese rather
than by the parish. We have a significant
presence of damp in the “East” wall
above the altar due to the rain being
driven against the exposed brickwork on
This  will

addressed and is unlikely to be cheap.

the exterior. need to be
We also have plans to reduce the size of
the kitchen in order to make space for
the Diocesan Office proper. There are
also considerations for a new wardrobe
in the vestry for the multiplicity of
vestments that are there in order to try
and protect them from the damp.
Irritatingly, both the phoneline and the
security cameras went down and require
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replacement which will happen in early
2026.

Our parish community remains small but
perfectly formed with wonderful
company and committed service from
our parishioners. We are deeply grateful
to Margaret and Laurence Mead for their
work in sorting out the flowers and
cleaning up after coffee-time on Sunday,
to Nikki Thompson for her work in
keeping the Church so clean and tidy,
and also for the delicious cakes we share
on a Sunday morning, to Aiden for
fulfilling his role as server and who has
duties

commendably, to Diane and Mike for

been learning his most
their assistance in church maintenance,
to Roy for his hard work in wrangling
phone lines, setting up video-
conferencing, ensuring compliance in
safeguarding as well as his expertise in
serving which has set such a high
standard for Aiden to follow. As a result
of their efforts, our parish remains a
happy, spirit-filled

community.

welcoming and

Of course, | would like to add my
profound gratitude to Bishop Damien
and Fr Ray for their continued support
and encouragement in a year which has
not seen me at my best. | am grateful to
have such wise and experienced
colleagues who ensure that the quality
of our worship is continued at a high
standard and who have always been
encouraging, especially during my flights
of fancy. Without their commitment and
help, this office would have been too
hard for me. As a result, we have
maintained together the traditions of
the Church to ensure the right worship
of Almighty God, the right teaching of
Almighty God and the encouragement to
promote the love of Almighty God to

Whom be all honour and glory, world

without end.

St Deiniol and St Asaph with St Giles / Ss
Deiniol ac Asaph gyda Giles

The year has been blessed by continuing
fellowship in our Church. As always we
have maintained filial relationships with
Zion Church in Pembroke Dock, and
enjoyed the annual joint celebration of
Nine Lessons and Carols.

Our Bible Study group continues to
meet at the home of Fr Gordon and
Yvonne. We generally have a time of
discussion and prayer, responding to the
events that happen in the world. This has
led us to study the fundamental beliefs
of Islam and Rabbinic Judaism; through
theology, practice and archaeological
videos.

We have lost a couple of our beloved
members this year, who have gone to
their rest. Bunny was a former Naval
Officer, and she took her responsibility of
reading the Bible passages to us in the
Mass, very seriously, despite struggling
with her eyesight. She hosted our home
study group for as long as she could
before succumbing to a rapidly
developing illness. Gwei was a former
Reader in the Church in Wales, and he
the buttons on the

computer for us to join with the hymns

would press

and musical settings. He too became ill
and died rather quickly. The funeral for
Gwei was much appreciated in the
chapel, and included some traditional
Welsh harp music and songs befitting his
proud heritage.

We have an healing service once a
month, and have seen answers to
prayer; praise God. Our hope is that

there might be numerical growth in the
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congregation, and that baptism might be
held for one adult who is thinking about
it.

As last year, we were pleased to support
some charities; amongst whom is the
Bible for Children initiative. That involves
that
sessions about bible stories, and how to

ensuring local schools enjoy
find things in it. This is done by our Free
Methodist friend,
talented trained teacher. The majority of
(and schools) find this is
their

understanding of the Christian faith. Fr

Robyn, who is a

children
stimulating and helpful to
Gordon and Yvonne have attended to
distribute the bibles, and to say a prayer
for the children.

Bishop Damien, and Dr Roy Hipkiss came
across from Kent to be with us at the
Bishop’s visitation. Their presence with
us is encouraging and much appreciated.
And we are grateful that the owners of

the castle continue to generously allow
our use of this ancient place of worship.

Our Lady of Walsingham and St Francis

This year has been relatively quiet in the
parish again. There have been illnesses
among the congregation which has
meant that sometimes attendance was
patchy. However, during the latter part
of the year, we were pleased to have a
new member join us, who has become a
stalwart of the parish — helping with the
music and serving. It is a joy to have him.

We had very joyful Triduum and
Christmas celebrations during the year,
although again somewhat muted due to

ilinesses.
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I am pleased to say that our little visitor
(of the furry kind) has now long gone,
with no recurrence. And after two years
of asking, a spotlight in the ceiling (which
illuminates the altar) has been replaced.

Bishop’s Award 2026

| !
i
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.

=

The recipient of the 2026 Bishop’s Award
for exemplary lay service to the Church,
which was presented at the XXXIV
Annual Synod of the Diocese, was Nikki
Thompson, the Diocesan Secretary (who
is also Secretary to the Cathedral Parish).
Her hard work for both the cathedral and
Diocese has made an enormous
difference to how they operate and her
good humour and kindness are very

much appreciated.

Synod Sermon

This year’s sermon for the Synod Mass
was given by Fr Gordon Tall of the parish
of St Deiniol and St Asaph with St Giles,
Pembrokeshire.

Bora Da! (Good Morning!)

Let me talk about myself. “Whoa!” | hear
alarm bells ringing! Well I'm not to talk
just about me — but about you too, and
the country come to that. We are here to
re-dedicate this country to the dowry of
Mary, yes, our Blessed Lady who is the
Lord. Right from the
beginning, we see this key enfolding.

key to our

Gabriel
appeared to you. What would that have

Imagine if the Archangel
been like? This particular Archangel
stands before the incomprehensible
beauty and splendour of the Most Holy
Trinity and brings forth messages of the
greatest importance. Gabriel is God’s

most notable messenger.

Take a moment to ponder what such a
glorious apparition that would have
been like. Try to set aside all that you
know about Jesus, and simply ponder
these words of the Archangel Gabriel as
if you were to hear them as our Blessed
Mother did for the very first time. She
was told she would have a child, even
though she had not had relations with a
man. She was told that this pregnancy
would happen by the overshadowing of
the Holy Spirit. And she was told that her
Child would be the Son of God. What was
Mary to think about these amazing
revelations given to her by this most
glorious Archangel? The key is enfolding
and bringing Christ to the People.

She would have been filled with a holy
desire to do all she could to bring about
this miraculous calling she had received.
And this calling would have immediately
become the central purpose of her life.
Are you ready to come and follow in her
footsteps and do the Father’s will and
meet his Son?

First there was the Annunciation to our
Blessed Mother. Then the
appeared to Joseph in a dream. Then the

angel

miraculous birth took place. Shepherds
came to adore their child and revealed
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that a multitude of angels had appeared

to them. Shortly after this, the Magi from
the East showed up to do homage to
their child.

Reflect, today, upon the unique mission
that God has given to you. Whatever He
has called you to do with your life is a
calling given only to you. Do not run from
it. Do not reluctantly accept it. Instead,
run to it with your whole being and allow
God to do great things through you. The
key must turn to unlock the door for you
to enter through it.

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the
Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my
saviour.” (Luke 1:46-47) Today, this first
line from the glorious song of praise of
our Blessed Mother, the Magnificat,
identifies two actions taking place within

her. She “proclaims” and she “rejoices.”

Oftentimes in life we wait to be
“inspired” by God before we thank and
praise Him. We wait until God touches
us, fills us with a joyful experience,
answers our prayer and then we respond
with gratitude. This is good, but why
wait? Why wait to proclaim the
greatness of God? So turn the key and let
us in this re dedication of our Blessed
Mother’s Dowry and bring the people to
the person whom she gave birth — The
Son of God. He is worthy of all our praise
for that fact alone. Commit yourself to
the proclamation of the greatness of
God, you will suddenly find that you have
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discovered the deepest cause of joy in
life: God Himself.

The key again only opened the door to
where the manger was, and the
shepherds came from the fields. They
went in haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the infant lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made
known the message that had been told
them about this child. All who heard it
were amazed by what had been told
them by the shepherds. And Mary kept
all these things, reflecting on them in her
heart. (Luke 2:16-19)

Reflect, today, with our Blessed Mother.
Ponder the Incarnation. Place yourself
into the scene that first Christmas. Hear
the sounds of the town! Smell the smells
of the stable! Watch as the shepherds
Enter the
mystery more fully, acknowledging that

come forth in adoration!
the more you know about the mystery of
Christmas, the more you know how little
you actually know and understand. But
that humble realization is the first step to
a deeper understanding of what we
celebrate.

The Dowry of Our Lady” (or “Mary’s
Dowry”) is a historic title for England,
signifying that the country is set aside as
a special, sacred gift or inheritance for
the Virgin Mary. Originating in the
medieval period, it implies that Mary
acts as our nation’s protector and

guardian.

The term derives from the Latin dos
(gift/endowment), specifically referring
to the portion of an estate set aside to
provide for a wife. As a spiritual concept,
it means England was consecrated as a
land belonging to Mary for her care.

The origin of the tradition dates back to
at least the 14th century, with a formal
dedication by King Richard Il in 1381 at
Westminster Abbey during a time of
intense political turmoil. Its significance
reflects a deep, long-standing Catholic

tradition and intense medieval devotion
to Mary, often associated with the shrine

of Our Lady of Walsingham.

The battle cry at Agincourt on Oct. 25,
1415, reputedly raised by King Henry V,
was “Our Lady for her dowry; St. George
and St. Edward to our aid.” This shows
the importance placed upon Our Lady’s
Dowry for the spiritual and temporal
protection of the English people by their
ruling monarchs.

She “kept all these things, reflecting on
heart.”
mysteries, also, in your own heart. We

Magi, the
our Blessed

them in her Ponder these

must learn from the
Shepherds,

Mother, and diligently respond when He

most of all

calls. We must not hesitate and must
seek to daily be attentive to the ways
that God invites us to deeper trust,
surrender and worship. Reflect, today,
upon God’s call in your life. Are you
listening? Are you responding? Are you
ready and willing to abandon all else in
life so as to serve His holy will? Seek Him,
wait on Him and respond. Doing so will
be the best decision you ever make.

The Pynson Ballad is a medieval ballad
which says “O gracious Lady, glory of

7
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Jerusalem, Cypresse of Syon and Joye of

Israel, Rose of lJericho and Star of
Bethlehem, O glorious Lady, our asking
not repel, In mercy all wymen ever thou
dost excel, Therefore, blessed Lady,
grant thou thy great grace to all that

devoutly visit in this place.”

First there was the Annunciation to our
Blessed Mother. Then the
appeared to Joseph in a dream. Then the

angel

miraculous birth took place. Shepherds
came to adore their child and revealed
that a multitude of angels had appeared
to them. Shortly after this, the Magi from
the East showed up to do homage to
their child.

So Mary’s Dowry must be proclaimed
from the housetops, with Joy and praise
also pondering in our hearts and let us
welcome God’s children. Use the key and
unlock the doors!

Around the Diocese

Degradation from Holy
Orders

Sadly, we begin with the announcement
that, due to gross misconduct and
behaviour unbecoming of the service of
a clergyman, Bishop Damien deposed
and degraded Mark Morgan, formerly of

the Mission of St  Osmund’s
Wolverhampton, from the sacred
priesthood. The degradation was

effective of 1% January 2026.

Advent in the Diocese

Celebrating the beginning of a new
Church year, Advent Sunday traditionally
begins with the blessing of the Advent
Woreath and lighting the first Candle.

Matthew 24:42 “Watch therefore: for ye
know not what hour your Lord doth
come.”
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In our own lives, this is a reminder to
keep alert for the presence of Christ
where and when we least expect.

In Pembrokeshire, at St Deiniol and St
Asaph, Cosheston, one of the
parishoners, Vanessa, did the honour of

lighting the first candle on the wreath.

At the Cathedral Parish, St Augustine’s,

Painters Forstal, Kent, Laurence,

Epiphany Blessing

After
Epiphany, the Dean of our Cathedral,

Mass on the Sunday after
Canon Jonathan Munn, was to be found
out and about bestowing the Epiphany
Blessing on neighbours houses (at their
request you will be relieved to know!)

Mothering Sunday

During the last hymn at the Sunday Mass
at The Cathedral Church of St Augustine
on Mothering Sunday, roses were

blessed during the service and
distributed to the mothers present. After

which the Bishop laid a bouquet of roses

on the Lady Altar as a gift from the
Our

Diocese to honour Lady, our

Diocesan Patroness.

Before leading the congregation in the
Midday Angelus, he prayed the Diocesan
Prayer.

Chrism Mass

As usual, on Wednesday in Holy Week,
Bishop Damien Mead, assisted by The
Venerable Raymond Thompson,
celebrated the Anglican Catholic Church,
Diocese of the United Kingdom, annual

Diocesan Chrism Mass at St Augustine’s
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Church, Painters Forstal, Kent. The Holy
Oils for use during the year were duly
consecrated.

Bidding farewell to

Bunny

On Wednesday 15th April in the Parish of
St Deiniol and St Asaph, Pembrokeshire,
Fr Gordon Tall officiated at the Memorial
Service for Thalia Fullilove, affectionately
known as Bunny. At around the same
time as the service, a spitfire flew by in a
remarkable coincidence to a lady who
had been active in the military services.

Fr Tall writes: Yvonne and | met Bunny
when we came to St Dieniol's St Asaph's
with St Giles 5 yrs ago, this wonderful
lady made us most welcome. She was a
stalwart of the Church and read the Old
Testament and Epistle readings with joy,
Bunny opened her bungalow to our
Church for regular bible study. So, she
will be very sadly missed.
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Bunny was a keen gardener and a
volunteer in the Castle grounds at one
time, a WREN and WRAF officer. In her
illness it was a pleasure and honour for
me and Yvonne to be by her bedside
praying for her and also giving her the
Last Rites. Eternal rest grant unto her.

Further, on Wednesday 22nd April, Fr
Gordon Tall blessed a magnolia tree
planted in memory of Bunny. The tree
was kindly donated by Phillipa Clement,
a good friend of Bunny.

Study Group

The Seven Oecumenical
Councils

Study session 1

;\ﬁlumn

Catholic
Choenh

On 22" April 2026, our Diocesan Study
Group started on Zoom for members of

our Diocese. It is led by Canon Jonathan
Munn ObIOSB with his university hat
(mortar board?) on. Meeting on
alternate Wednesdays at 7:30pm, we
are presently studying the Seven
Oecumenical Councils. The atmosphere

is relaxed and friendly. If you wish to join

in, please email Canon Munn who will
put you on the list.

International News

Appeal for Congo
School

Bishop Steven Ayule-Milenge of the
Diocese of the Congo is seeking funds of
about £9,000 to build a dedicated
primary school that will serve as a
sanctuary for learning and growth in
Bagira. This includes clearing the area in
front of four existing ad hoc classrooms
constructed from planks. The school
also requires a robust retaining wall to

secure a playground for the children.

If you would like to donate to this school
building project, please do contact the
diocese. You can also use our donation
page or PayPal account. Please mark
your donation "Congo School."

We know that Bishop Steven will be very
grateful for all donations received.

In another part of their fundraising
campaign, Fr Miles Maylor and the
Parish of St Asaph and St Deiniol have
generously managed to raise £1000 for
the construction of the Imaging and
Laboratory building. The work to be
done is the formwork and
reinforcement, depending on the funds

available, at the moment.

Pentecost 2026

Articles

Using Al in Church

Bishop Damien explains how Artificial
Intelligence may be used intelligently.

While some may feel uneasy about using
artificial intelligence to generate images
and texts, we are exploring how tools
themselves are neutral—what matters is
how they're used and to what end. We
emphasise the importance of checking
Al-generated content carefully for
accuracy and reverence. Drawing on
William Booth's famous question, “Why
should the devil have all the best tunes?”
we argue that the Church shouldn't
surrender modern communication tools
to error or unbelief. Throughout history,
the Church has adapted available means
to proclaim timeless truth. We clarify
that Al cannot replace faith, prayer, or
the sacraments, but it can powerfully
assist in presenting eternal Christian
beautifully, and

teaching clearly,

effectively.

Introducing Mark

Cyphus

There has been an unfortunate trend

that the people we introduce in this

after.

Nevertheless, everyone who joins us,

magazine leave us soon
short term or long term, is very welcome
and, this time, we introduce our newest
member of Our Lady of Walsingham and
St Francis, Rochester, Mr Mark Cyphus —

Ed.
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For years, if not decades, | had struggled
with my membership of the Church of
England, which increasingly has the

hallmarks of an apostate church.
Alongside my membership of the Church
of England, | would attend Roman
Catholic Masses and even approached
the parish priest of my local RC church in
North London in 2023 about moving to
Rome. However, as | knew | would
probably be moving from London, |
decided to put the idea of a move to
Rome on hold until such times as | had
moved to a new area. On moving to
Rochester in the summer of 2025,
initially | attended both the Anglican
Cathedral and the RC Church,

continuing my previous habit, before

local

chancing across Our Lady of Walsingham
and St Francis Church. At that stage, | did
not understand that St Francis’s was not
simply a traditional Anglo Catholic
Church, one of those rare places of
worship which still did things “properly”.
But, | shortly realised that St Francis’s
was indeed an Anglican Catholic Church,
and sought to discover, with Fr Andrew’s
help, that this was a denomination
separate from the Church Of England,
and one which was truly Catholic and
Reformed, the Church as the early
such as

Reformers, Cranmer, had

envisaged.

It was a joy for me, therefore, to be
accepted into the ACC at the Mass at St
Augustine’s Cathedral in February this
year. | marvel at God’s wisdom in leading
me to Rochester, and the ACC, for it was
nowhere in my own plans. | had not even
heard of the ACC before moving to
Rochester.

The Anglican Catholic Church is part of
the true Church which Jesus himself said
he came to build and will not be
complete until He returns. Yet, Jesus
himself asked “When the Son of Man
returns will he find faith on earth? ”. We

are living in times when the Church is

fractured, and nowhere more so than
the Anglican Church as it now is. May we
gently be led to speak to our friends who
are still members of this apostate
church, that they too may find their way

back to the true church of Christ.

From the Archdeacon

The Venerable Raymond Thompson
Pentecost, and Facts

The theologian Eric Mascall once wrote,
“A  Christian
something  has

is a person to whom
Well
Pentecost reminds us that the Church is

happened.”

a group of people to whom something
has happened.

It's easy to get carried away trying to
explain the meaning of Pentecost, but it
emphatically is not just about
excitement, and it’s not just about
having a religious experience, and it is
certainly not just about talking in other
languages. Of course all these things
happened on the first Whisunday. But
when things settled down, at the end of
the day, the excitement had subsided.
The story in Acts 2 concludes, “And they,
continuing daily with one accord in the
temple, and breaking bread from house
to house, did eat their meat with
gladness and singleness of heart.” Those
words are our Church’s cornerstone.
There’s a reason for that.

We don’t celebrate Whitsunday to

obtain a religious experience. And
heaven forbid that we should try to work
ourselves up into some kind of

counterfeit imitation of the experience
of the 3,000 people baptised that day.
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Pentecost, bottom line, is about the
normal life of the Christian community.
Preaching the Gospel, teaching the Faith
and living it, celebrating the sacraments,
maintaining the ordinary life of the Body
of Christ — the body of believers in which
God the Holy Ghost has made His
dwelling place on earth.

Akey word here is that we are witnesses.
A witness is someone who bears
testimony to facts. A witness is not
someone who offers opinions, or shares
their feelings, or speaks of their personal
views. A witness cannot say “I feel” or “I
think” this that or the other. A witness is

one who deals in facts.

In his novel Hard Times Charles Dickens
created a fascinating character called Mr
Gradgrind. Gradgrind was a tyrannical,
sadistic schoolmaster who insisted that
his pupils learn by rote. He is famous for
the phrase “facts, facts, facts”.

Mr Gradgrind is a horrible example of
everything a schoolmaster should not
be. But he got one thing right. That is, the
supremacy of facts. And a witness is
someone who brings facts to light.

The Holy Ghost, whose coming we
celebrate at Pentecost, is the ultimate
witness and fact-bringer. Jesus said,
“When the Comforter is come, whom |
shall send to you from the Father, even
the Spirit of truth, who proceedeth from
the Father, He shall bear witness to me.”
(John 15:26). The Spirit is the supreme
witness, who brings the facts about
Jesus. The Spirit is the witness who
convinces sinners of the truth. He is the
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One who enables us to believe that Jesus
is our Saviour.

At Pentecost we celebrate the fact that
we also share the Spirit’'s work of
testifying to Jesus Christ. Peter preached
a wonderful sermon on the first
Whitsunday, proclaiming that “this Jesus
whom you crucified, God hath raised up,
and of that we are all witnesses”. The
Spirit through Peter, was presenting the
facts about Jesus. “God has made Him
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom

you crucified..”

There is in John 9 another example of a
witness presenting facts about Jesus.
That is the man who was blind from
birth, the man whom Jesus healed. Like
this
controversial. And when the man was

most of Jesus’ miracles was
confronted by Jesus’ many enemies the
man simply stated what was a simple but
great fact: “One thing | know, that

though | was blind, now | see.”

Not all facts are 2,000 years old. Yes,
Jesus was born of a virgin. Jesus died for
our sins, and in our place. Jesus was
raised from the dead. Jesus ascended
into heaven. Jesus will come again. But
that’s not the end of the story is it?

There is another fact: Jesus has
intervened in our own hearts,
personalities, lives and lifestyles,

changing us as really and truly as He
healed that man who was blind from

birth. “One thing | know, that though |
was blind, now | see.” Can we say that?

The great fact we celebrate at Pentecost
is that when Jesus went away He did not
leave us behind, nor did He leave us
alone. He sent the Holy Ghost, the third
person of the Blessed Trinity, to take His
place in the hum-drum, day-to-day,
here-and-now life of this world. The
Spirit brings the facts about Jesus. And
because of the Spirit, we too can tell
others the facts about Him.

The Enightly Netwos

Baptism at Gwrych
Castle

Om Sunday 12t April,
Knights Albion set up the Coach House

the Temlar

Pentecost 2026

and Coachman’s house at Gwrych Castle
as a chapel for the Baptism of Billy Quirk.
Grandmaster Michael Smales writes:

We did what we could, | was somewhat
restricted as | had broken my ankle the
week before. Father Warwick, (Anglican
Catholic Church Diocese of the United
Kingdom), duly arrived and whipped us
into shape setting the Altar for the day.

Firstly, Brother Billy Quirk was baptised.
Billy was a little nervous but very proud,
not having had an experience of this
kind. Congratulations to Billy on a special
day We followed the Baptism with Mass
and the blessing of two wedding rings for
Sister Debbie Thomas and her husband
Dylan. Dylan has since asked to join the
Order.

/ TWemplar RKnights Albion \

A Fraternal, Philanthropic and Chivalric Christian Order

The Order is currently recruiting new

members. For more information please

contact the Seneschal of the Order:
Brother Michael Smales, TKA.

Alternatively visit us on Facebook —
search for “Templar Knights Albion
Information”

07840 105812

Although Independent of the Anglican Catholic Church, Diocese of the United Kingdom,
the Order is under the Spiritual Protection of The Right Revd. Damien Mead, the Bishop Ordinary.

11
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We then made our way down (me very
slowly and gingerly) to where the
building works are about to commence.
The scaffolding is partially up which was
a big project on its own. Prayers were
said and a blessing for all concerned in
this massive undertaking.

We made our way back up to the Chapel
to the café for a well-earned coffee, cake
and brief sit-down. Then it was a case of
wrapping it all up again, packing it into
our cars and going home.

| as Grand Master of Templar Knights
Albion, would like to say thank you to
those Brothers and Sisters who
attended, a most enjoyable and precious
day, and a big thank you to the staff of
Gwrych Castle, again for their warm
welcome (and at times patience) which

make our visits so pleasurable.

Continuing the
Historical Background
of the Knights Templar

By Michael Smales, Grand Master.

|

Omne datum optimum (All the best

things given) This was the title of the
papal bull issued (c. 1139) by Pope
Innocent Il to the Templars, placing the
order directly under papal authority and

enabling it to act with autonomy,
without interference from other
ecclesiastical or secular rulers. The

chapter, under the Grand Master, was to
be held to be wholly responsible for the
conduct of the Order.

However, Pope Innocent exhorted the
Brothers to the defence of the Catholic
Church against its many enemies and to
devote themselves to the faith. These

actions reflect the wider and formal
recognition of the Templars role of
defenders of Christendom.

This was a seismic change from the
original position and function under
Hughes de Payens and his companions.
The escorting and protection of pilgrims
continued even under the new
requirements and put pressures on the
Brothers, assigning ten knights to this
purpose, according to a hierarchical

statute of the Order.

By the end of 1139, the Templar Order
adopted the new purpose and functions
bestowed upon it. These responsibilities
formed the means that the Knights
would  be

Templars recognised

throughout the rest of their history.

The role of protectors of the pilgrims in
the East logically led to the expansion of
their original purpose, in addition to
service to the pilgrims and becoming the
guardians of the crusaders. The arriving
columns of crusaders were as vulnerable
as that of the pilgrims in such a hostile
environment as the East. The unique,
double role the Templars held as warrior
monks made them invaluable to the
crusader armies of the west.

The disciplines of a monastic life were
applied to the battlefield and this is
made clear in the rules of the Order
whilst campaigning. For example, a
Brother was not allowed to make a
charge without the express permission
to do so; the only exception to this rule
was in rescung a fellow Brother or
Christian in adversity. The punishment
for the making a charge illegally was the
loss of his habit. Leaving one’s banner
was regarded as an act of desertion
which lead to expulsion from the Order.
In this manner, should the Christian
forces lose a battle and a Brother return
to his garrison whilst a Christian banner
was still flying in battle, again, that

12
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Brother would be expelled from the
Order.

The banner of the Order had practical
and symbolic importance to the
Brothers, acting as a rallying point during
battle. Up to ten Knights would be
detailed to guard the banner, the
Brother who carried the banner was not
allowed to make a charge without
permission. If a charge was executed
without good reason or permission, the
Knight would lose the privilege of
carrying the banner again and, further,
he would not be allowed in a future
battle to be a commander. If any harm
was done to a Christian, due to his
actions, he would be put in irons. The
same punishments would be enacted if a
Brother lowered the banner whilst in

action.

Come the 1170s, the Templar numbers,
in the kingdom of Jerusalem, had grown
to around three hundred. Alongside the
Hospitallers, with a similar number of
men, the two orders combined made up
approximately half the available fighting
forces in the Kingdom. It is likely that
comparable numbers were maintained
in both Antioch and Tripoli. Commonly,
both the Templars and Hospitallers are
portrayed as being rivals but this was not
the case. More often than not there was
co-operation between the two Orders
and this relationship was built into the
Rule.

Fighting alongside one another in battle,
there are several passages in the Rule
expressing the relationship that existed
between the two. For instance, Brothers
were not allowed to visit other religious
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Orders or their lodgings without express
permission with the exception of the
Hospitallers. Neither were the Knights
Templar to take food or drink wine
outside of their house; again the only
exception was at a Hospitaller house.
During battle, if a Brother found he could
not rally around a Templar banner, he
was to go to any Christian banner,
especially that of the Hospitallers.

Despite the Knights Templar stringent
rule of duty and obedience to orders, a
controversy arose. A master ordered a
retreat from Jerusalem to Jaffa, due to
the threat of the invading Tartars (c.
1260). The commander in charge of the
group of Brothers refused to accept the
order unless the Hospitallers who were
with them were permitted to join them
in the retreat.

The Templars, due to their continued
the East,
repository of military tradition and

presence in became a
experience. No crusading force could
their
expertise in the field for the Knights

dispense with guidance and

Templars new their enemy well. They
their
strengths of the Moslem forces. The

knew weaknesses and the
Brothers had become indispensable to
the crusading cause; no attack could take
place without their presence. Both the
Grand Masters of the Templars and
Hospitallers would be present at the
councils convened at the arrival of a
major contingent of fresh troops arriving
in the East. Both Grand Masters gave
direction as to the military objectives
compatible to the interests of the Latin
state objectives.

Having gained victories, the Order was
given Castles to garrison, forming a
network of strongholds throughout
lands seized and held by the Christians.
The situation of the Christian successes
however was always under the Moslem

with continued

concern.

eye, and growing

Next time we shall explore the
development of the various roles of the
and their

networks. Including the banking system

Knights Templar support

the Templars developed that we know
and love today!

From the Editor

What does Anglican
mean anyway?

Are you Anglican? Or, are you an
Anglican? That word is quite tricky to pin
down, especially now. Humpty Dumpty
tells Alice that a word means what he
wants it to mean and, if you think about
it, that defeats the whole object of
words entirely. Words are used to
communicate ideas between people. If
words change their meaning, that's a
wee bit of a problem because then two
people can use the same word to mean
different things. This is particularly true
of the word, “Anglican.”

What does the word really mean?

For some, it means being in communion
with the Church of England. For others, it
means that they hold the authority of
the Anglican Formularies, namely, the
Book of Common Prayer, the Ordinal,
the Thirty-Nine Articles and the Books of
Homilies. For others, it simply means
“English”.
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We know that the word was used before
the Reformation in the phrase Ecclesia
Anglicana and that word brings us back
to the Angles. These were a tribe in the
German area of Jutland whom Tacitus
mentions in the year 40. The first Angles
were probably recruits from the Roman
Army settling in the British Isles in the
third Century. Their
increases steadily over time until these

presence here

islands are recognisable as being
“Anglish” by Pope Gregory who sends St
Augustine to Canterbury to preach the
597. Of

Christianity was already here by the time

gospel here in course,
of St Augustine’s visit, and his mission
helped reinvigorate a church that had

become somewhat disordered after the

Romans had left.

What is clear is from our history is that
this “Anglish” Church had
character from these early times, a

its own

character which would develop through

Conquest and Carta, Plague and
Persecution to the Church which shone
out as being truly devout, with shrines to
St Thomas of Canterbury and Our Lady of
Walsingham, with scholars such as Hugh
of St Victor, St Anselm, and St Julian of
Norwich. The Sarum Use is also a
product of this Early English theology

arising in the 11™ Century through St
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Osmund of  Salisbury as an
amalgamation of earlier Anglo-Saxon
and Celtic sources with the existing
Gregorian Rite that we use today — all
from the Undivided Church of the first
Millennium. The Use of Sarum is a
uniquely Anglican liturgy and many of
the prayers and collects of the Sarum
Offices form the basis for much of the
compilation of the Book of Common

Prayer that we know today.

Also, ;s e renew our dedication..of the
Diocese to Our Lady of Walsingham, we
are minded that both the original shrine
and its restoration at the hands of Fr
Patten are uniquely Anglican as was the
devotion to St Thomas Becket. The part
these shrines and the piety they
encouraged play an integral part of
Anglican heritage which can be seen
after the Reformation even when these

holy sites had been destroyed.

There is then, before the

Reformation that can be described with

much,

the adjective “Anglican”. Of course, after
the Reformation and with the break
from the authority of Rome, the Church
of England became Anglican through its
adoption of the Anglican Formularies.

While the idea behind the formularies is
that the Church needed to recover its
original state in the Early Church, the
influences of Continental Protestantism
affected how the new leaders of the
Church of England interpreted the
doctrines of the Early Church. With a

diverse group of opinions each

clamouring for dominance in the
Sixteenth Century and doing so violently,
just like Constantine thirteen centuries
before her, Queen Elizabeth had to pass

the Settlement for the peace to reign.

The trouble is that the divisions have
never really gone away. There have
always been Calvinists, Lutherans,
Arminians, Latitudinarians and the like
all seeking to control the Church’s
government. While royal authority held
governance over the Church of England
and all respected that, there was a
degree of uniformity even though there
were some divisions such as the Non-
Jurors who objected to Parliament’s
ousting of King James Il on the grounds
of his Roman Catholicism in favour of his
Protestant daughter Mary and her Dutch
husband William Ill. The

movement to make the Scottish Church

Calvinist

Presbyterian caused a schism by the
Non-jurors there to form the Scottish
Episcopal Church.

British Monarchy and the increase in

importance of the House of Commons,
we have seen the Church of England
under the control of a much more
unstable system of government. Indeed,
the Whig government of the early 19t
Century sought to change church order

to the extent that it sparked the Oxford
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Movement which then realised that, in
order to release the Church from
political control, it needed to recover its
identity from the Church Fathers. Rather
than allow the Protestant method of
interpreting the Church Fathers, Frs
Keble, Newman, Pusey and Froude,
sought to recover a mindset as well as

doctrine.

This is crucial: just as we can approach
Holy Scripture in different ways and have
different interpretations of the same
information, the same is true of Church
Doctrine. If we approach it with a
determination to justify “Justification by
Faith Alone” or “Scripture is the highest
authority” we will find it because we
have that in our mindset.

It is largely the political side of the
Church that controls what Anglican
means. Thus, if to be Anglican means to
be in communion with the Church of
England, that is a political decision. In
rejecting the current situation in the
Church of England, we can look back to
the Formularies and say this defines
Anglicanism, but these, themselves, are
coloured by decisions to reject a political
authority.

As Anglican Catholics, we are the natural
successors to the Oxford Movement —
not to adhere to the politics of the
Church of England which decides
doctrine, nor to adhere to the Papacy
which is largely a political invention of
the ninth and later centuries — but to
seek to continue, not only the doctrine
of the Early Church but its mindset, too.
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St Paul tells us to let the mind of Christ

be in us: we have to learn to be
likeminded with Him as individuals and
as a Church. Adhering to doctrine
because someone shouts at you is not
the same as adhering to doctrine

because you see Christ within it.

I made the decision long ago not to be an
Anglican as | wanted to disassociate
myself from both the Church of England
and the authority of the Formularies
which should be subordinate to the
Seven Oecumenical Councils and not the
other way around. | have not been an
Anglican for a long time, but | have and
continue to be, so help me God, an
Anglican Catholic — a member of the
Catholic Church of English Heritage. |
hope you find great strength in being
Anglican Catholic too, whether you think
yourself an Anglican or not.
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Reclaiming the Dowry

In response to the renewal of the dedication of this diocese to Our Lady and to
assist those seeking a greater devotion to Our Lady, Fr Jonathan Munn OblOSB
has written a set of thirty-one reflections on different names and titles for the
Blessed Virgin, one for each day of the month of May. The price is £5.99 and is
available from lulu.com as are a host of other books including:

Anglican Catholicism: Unchanging Faith in a Changing World — a text which uses
the Church Fathers to explore what it means to be Anglican Catholic;

Whom Seek Ye? and its workbook — a preparatory text for those seeking to be
received, baptised or confirmed in the Anglican Catholic Church;

The Meaning of Anglican Catholicism — an academic text introducing to the
Anglican Catholic understanding of the Church.
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We have always tried to keep ACC UK as free and as
accessible as possible so that we can reach as world

wide an audience as we can.
. . Online distance learning degrees in:
Of course, we have been hit by the constant raising e Music and Fine Arts

¢ Theology
e Education
We can no longer send copies of ACC UK abroad and, « Philosophy

of the cost of postage and this has an impact on us.

further, we have had to reduce the number of * Christian Humanities

printed copies to send by mail, preferring to send a Available at all levels and by a variety of
routes.

PDF copy.

If, however, people were to send us donations of
stamps for themselves and others, we could send
hard copies for those who might want them. In the W pestdoz i NSt B
inquiries@pestalozzi.university

UK, we would need large letter stamps. If you felt +1-786-528 6035 ‘
called to donate stamps to us, please send them to

the address below. Thank you!
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