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    The Revd Dr Jonathan Munn 
and his beautiful wife Katherine 
made history when Fr Munn      
became the first clergyman of the 
Diocese of the United kingdom to 
be married after ordination. 
     The Diocese was founded in 
1992 and has always had a      
mixture of married and single   
clergy but until now none of the 

single clergy have married after 
their ordination or reception into 
the ACC.  
    The Bishop officiated and gave 
the address at the service which 
was held in the Chapel of Eltham 
College, Mottingham, Kent, where 
Fr Munn is a schoolmaster.  The 
Chapel was also the venue for Fr 
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(Pictured above) The Revd Dr and Mrs Jonathan Munn, with the Bishop and Clergy and 
the Bridal Party after their reception of the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on Saturday 5th 

July 2014 in the Chapel of Eltham College, Mottingham, Kent. 
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ñThe Canons,  
that is the law  
which governs  
our Church, 
place our  
gathering in  
Synod at the  
core of the life  
of the Church.ò 

The Right Revd 

Damien Mead 
 

Bishop Ordinary 

FROM THE  BISHOP 

 

    As has be-
come customary 
I reproduce my 

óCharge to the Diocesan Synodô in 
the next following edition of ACC-
UK to reach a wider audience. 
This year numbers were done in 
those attending, next year we are 
foregoing our usual venue,      
Central Hall, Westminster, and 
moving the Synod to the Northern       
Deanery, to Bolton. I hope that 
this will see a good turn out not 
only of delegates but of the faithful 
to support our witness.   
  ñOnce again, this year on the 
Feast of the Invention (or Finding) 
of the Holy Cross, we meet for our 
Annual Diocesan Synod. This is 
the one occasion in the year when 
the whole Diocese is, or should 
be, represented.  
   We all have calls upon our time 
and resources, we all have to 
make plans and sometimes       
sacrifices to fulfil our many         
responsibilities and duties both in 
our secular life and in our Church 
life. The date of the Synod is 
known a year in advance so that 
planning is made easier.  
   The Canons, that is the law 
which governs our Church, place 
our gathering in Synod at the core 
of the life of the Church.   In       
October last year I attended      
Provincial Synod in the City of Los 
Angeles, in the United States. 
This Provincial Synod laid down 
legislation for the Diocesan       
Synods to consider to pave the 
way for the future of the world 
wide Anglican Catholic Church, 
moving towards the time, in the 
not too distant future, when a 
Third Province ï that of Africa ï 
will be erected to serve the      
growing needs of our Church on 

that Continent. Delegates to this 
Synod will have seen sight of 
the proposals that need to be 
agreed and sent back to the 
2015 Provincial Synod for        
formal adoption. 
   Our part of the Church      
Catholic, is tiny. Even in those 
parts of the world where we are 
growing at a phenomenal rate, 
is still only measured in        
Thousands, perhaps in some 
places in Tens of Thousands ï 
such as the afore mentioned    
Africa.  
   Here in this Diocese we          
represent a ómereô handful of 
people. That phrase ñpreaching 
to the convertedò comes to mind 
here é I know you know we are 
small - but bear with me.  
   A fairly successful Parish 
Church in the Church of        
England probably has more    
formal members than we do 
members in our whole Diocese.  
Sometimes our size has been 
used as a óstickô to beat us!  I 
remember with sadness the 
nasty dismissive tone that was 
adopted by a member of the  
Established Church when she 
approached our stand at last 
yearôs Christian Resources     
Exhibition in Sandown Park, 
Surrey, asking aggressively how 
many members we had and,  
upon being told our numbers 
(they are no secret, they are 
published in the UK Christian 
Handbook every year) how 
ñpatheticò we were! This        
saddened me.  Why?      
    Was it because she had 
caught me out? Exposed me? 
Touched a raw spot? That, for 
dressed in all my finery as a 
Bishop, perhaps with the óairs 
and gracesô that are often seen 
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as accompanying the wearing of 
purple, I really only have a small 
flock to care for and that I am in 
some way perhaps misleading      
people?  
    No, actually, my sadness when 
we are dismissed, because of our 
size and numbers, by someone like 
that, is for a different reason. 
    A Shepherd is a shepherd no 
matter how many sheep he has in 
his flock. Each one of us, clergy and 
laity, has equal, complete and       
individual worth in the eyes of God. 
Whether we are on our own in the 
presence of God, two or three gath-
ered together, 10ôs, 100ôs, 1000ôs, 
10,000ôs, 100,000ôs or Millions. 
   We can be grateful to the English 
language I think, that the singular 
and plural for ósheepô IS ósheepô, For 
we are ALL sheep of the Good 
Shepherdôs pasture, no matter how 
many we are. 
    A small drop in the ocean         
perhaps, but a single cup of clean 
water is enough to quench thirst, 
and can mean the difference         
between life and death, as many   
millions of people around the world 
can testify. Belittling us for our size 
tells us more about the belittler than 
the belittled. 
   St Francis de Sales, author of     
that spiritual masterpiece ñAn                  
Introduction to the Devout Lifeò was 
Archbishop of Geneva.  He insisted 
on making time for spiritual direction 
of others by letters or through              
personal meetings, he valued each 
and every individual Christian.  He is 
reputed to have said, ñOne soul is 
diocese enough for any bishopò. I 
reread his masterpiece as my       
Lenten discipline this year and one 
paragraph stood out for me: 
ñAt the creation, God commanded 

the plants to bear fruit 
each according to its kind and he 

likewise commands  

Christians, the living branches of 
the vine, to bear fruit  

by practising devotion according to 
their state of life.ò 

    For state of life I also read 
ñaccording to their callingò é.  And 
that is at the crux of the matter. For 
we, happy, faithful few, have no 
choice é we have been            
commanded to be where we are 
today.  

    If we doubt this ï and this is   
SERIOUS - if you or I doubt this  - 
then what is the point of continuing 
anything é if we are simply follow-
ing our own personal likes or      
avoiding our own personal dislikes 
- then we will ultimately fail. If we 
are, what some dismiss us as,   
simply a bunch of ñtunnel vision, 
misogynistic, homophobic, archaic 
dinosaursò practicing ñlong-dead 
ritualsò - then we will fail.  
    For God doesnôt delight in            
misogyny, homophobia, nor in 
dead, redundant, worship or in the 
dust of museums nor does he   

    ñ A small 
drop in the 

ocean         
perhaps, but a 
single cup of 
clean water is 
enough to 

quench thirst, 
and can mean 
the difference         
between life 
and death, as 
many   millions 

of people 
around the 
world can 
testify.ò  

 
 
 
 
 

Above: Bishop Mead delivers his  

Charge to Synod ð one can only wonder  

what the Server, Roy Hipkiss, was thinking! 
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command these things.  
    It is only by believing that by    
being here and doing what we are 
doing - here at our Synod - in our 
Parishes and Missions - establish-
ing a Third Province in Africa - that 
we are fulfilling a calling, nay a   
commandment, that the living God 
has given usðthat makes it have 
any value and any worth.  
    Not MY will, or YOUR will be 
done ï ONLY His will matters. 
óSpirit and truthô we are told in    
Scripture must be at the root of our 
worship, óSpirit and Truthô must be 
at the root of our lives as          
Christians. This begins with an   
evaluation of our Calling and of 
what God is commanding us to do. 
    But as I stand before you today I 
know this isnôt easy. Taking up the 
Crosses we have been assigned 
isnôt intended to be easy. 
   Of course we see through a glass 
darkly. It may be that our own        
experiences of small numbers and 
lack of resources are doing us more 
harm than we actually realise.  My 
father said something to me a few 
months ago when I was lamenting 
the drop in numbers in our          
Canterbury Parish. He said ñIt    
doesnôt really matter how many 
people we have, we know we are 
part of something biggerò. He was 
speaking, I think, about the ACC 
activity around the world.  
   And of course we are part of 
something even bigger, and not just 
the ACC.  
   Despite (or should that be            
inspite) of what various atheists and 
Christian baiters claim. There are 
more people becoming             
Christians daily around the world 
than ever before (For example there 
are nearly 100 million Christians in 
China (compared with just around 
60,000 in the 1960's) So, whilst it is 
difficult to give a definite answer to 

Donations to 
aid the ACC  
in our work  
can be made 
online. Visit  
the Diocesan 
Website and 
click on  

  

the actual number of Christians in 
the world (estimates range from 2 - 
3 billion), Christianity remains the 
most dominant religion in the world, 
and is growing at an astonishing 
rate. But sadly, alongside this       
impressive and encouraging fact, is 
the knowledge that the number of 
Christian Martyrs in the world has 
long been on the increase too. 
    Following Christ, the way of the 
Christian, is undeniably the Way of 

the Cross. 
     The preface of todayôs Mass tells 
us that the crucifixion of our Lord on 
a wooden Cross was the specific 
design of Almighty God, for just as 
mankind had fallen from grace by 
eating the fruit of a tree, so would 
mankind be redeemed on the wood 
of another tree ð the devil, who 
had overcome mankind, would     
himself be overcome by the wood of 
the Cross of Christ.  
     Our Lord told Nicodemus in      
todayôs Gospel that ñthe Son of Man 
must be lifted up,ò elsewhere we are 
told thus ñsignifying what death he 
should dieò. 
    But what of this Cross, the finding 
of the relics of which, we celebrate 
today in our Kalendar. As we gaze 
upon our dear Saviour hanging on 
the Cross we can see his supreme 
suffering lies in the fact that He is in 
the world and the world knows Him  
 

Above: During the Synod Mass 
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immortal Sacrifice to offer for the 
sins of the whole world. She has           
the means of Grace with which to 
strengthen and refresh the souls 
whom she has absolved. Jesus 
Christ has overcome the world and 
the gates of hell cannot prevail 
against His Church. Christians may 

confidently exalt as they humbly trust 
her. This one thing that we can do. 
   And another is this. Fr, Frank 
Vernon (an American Anglo-Catholic 
priest at the beginning of the 20th 
Century) wrote, ñChristians are         
always to remember that the Church 
is not a human society seeking the 
truth, but a Divine Society defining it. 
The Church speaks with Divine        
authority. What the Church teaches, 
the Bible confirms. The Church's 
voice is a living voice. To be loyal to 
her teachings, faithful to her          
Sacraments, obedient to her          
discipline and devout in the practise 
of her devotional life is to be assured 
of protection against heresy and 
schism. For the voice of the Church 

not. He comes unto His own, and His 
own receive Him not. It is the            
rejection of those whom He comes to 
save which is the essence of the    
agony. So long as sin and unbelief 
remain in the world, the situation    
remains the same. So what can we 
Christians do about it? 
  Repentance and Faith are the only 
remedies for the disorder. The Devil 
knows this is the target for his        
attack. His methods of attack are 
very subtle. The root of repentance is 
being undercut by the denial of the 
reality of sin. Under the guise of    
moral freedom, ancient immorality is 
exploited as modern morality. It is not 
only the sense of sin but sin itself 
which is explained away. When once 
this argument succeeds, then        
redemption and repentance means 
nothing at all. The Cross becomes as 
foolishness. 
   How is all this to be met by      
Christians? In the first place by       
refraining from either agitated       
comment or depressed worry. There 
is nothing new in it. And then again, 
in spite of all that can be said, sin   
never fails to have ugly                   
consequences - in the long run it 
works ruin sooner or later. It is then 
that some of those wounded by sin, 
although unfortunately not all, find 
their way to the Church. At least 
those who do find their way into the 
Body of Christ, understand what    
redemption means. Repentance then 
comes to have a practical value. 

    All the while, the only thing that 
we, practising Christians can do, is to 
be faithful to our duties and true to 
our standards. There is, it is true,     
tremendous pressure from the world. 
But it cannot compare with the      
pressure of the Church.  
    The Church has always overcome 
the world. She always will. She has 
the doctrine of the forgiveness of sins 
and the power on earth to forgive 
them. She has the one, true, pure, 

ñThe Church 

has always 
overcome the 
world. She 
always will. 
She has the 

doctrine of the 
forgiveness of 
sins and the 
power on 
earth to 

forgive them. 
She has the 
one, true, 

pure, immortal 
Sacrifice to 
offer for the 
sins of the 

whole world. 
She has the 
means of 
Grace with 
which to 

strengthen 
and refresh 
the souls 

whom she has 
absolved.ò 

Above: Father Frank Lawrence Vernon  
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is infallible. Within her walls is        cer-
tainty and peace.ò  
     ñIn the practise of her devotional life 
is to be assured of protection against 
heresy and schism.ò This is especially 
poignant in light of    yesterdayôs feast 
of St Athanasius, the Father of         
Orthodoxy, defender of the Faith 
against heresy. 
      Christians cannot persuade        
unbelievers by controversial         
methods, nor by arguing on the  
worldôs  terms.  
    There is but one way to translate 
the Christian Religion in terms that 
may be understood. And that way is 
through love. God Himself has told us, 
it is no secret, it is fact that ñGod is 
Loveò ñAnd those who live in love, live 
in God and God lives in themò. 
     The Cross of Christ, the Roman 
symbol of ignominious, criminal death, 
is for us the greatest symbol of love 
that the universe has ever known. So 
how DO we, stranding in the shadow 
of this Life Giving Cross, respond to 
the challenges, small and under      
resourced though we may be ? 
    We do as we are commanded, we 
make God manifest to the world, and 
we do so every time we fulfil the  
Scripture that reads:    
 
"By this shall all men know that  

ye are my disciples, 
if ye love one another." 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Roy Fidge, Diocesan Secretary writes: 

 
The XXIII Annual Synod 
Saturday 3 May 2014 
Central Hall, 

Westminster, London.  
 

The Pre-Synod Dinner was held at 
The Radisson Edwardian           
Kenilworth Hotel in Bloomsbury, 
London the evening before Synod.   

 
    The Synod began with Pontifical 
High Mass.  The Right Reverend 

Damien Mead was the Celebrant 
and Preacher.   The Reverend Dr 
Jonathan Munn (Our Lady and St 
Francis, Rochester) was Deacon 
and the Very Reverend Charles 
Johnson (St Alban, Salford,       
Manchester) was Sub-Deacon.   
The Reverend Michael Clothier (St 
Benedict, South Molton) was          
crucifer and the Reverend Anthony 
Chadwick (St Mary the Virgin,     
Hautot Saint Sulpice, France) was 
crozier bearer.  Mr Roy Hipkiss (St 
Augustine, Canterbury) served.       
Dr Roy Fidge (St Mary and St      
Eanswythe, Dartford) was             
Sidesman and Steward.   
    Once again we were grateful to 
our Director of Music, Organist and 

ó The Cross  
of Christ, the  
Roman symbol 
of ignominious, 
criminal death,  
is for us the 
greatest symbol 
of love that  
the universe  
has ever  
known.ô  
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