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 \  ORTHODOX  FAITH   \  ANGLICAN  WORSHIP  \  CATHOLIC  ORDER  \ 

     On Saturday 26th February 2011 
during the celebration of Holy Mass 
the Right Revd Damien Mead, 
Bishop    Ordinary of the Diocese of 
the United Kingdom, ordained the 
Revd Howard James Marsh to the 
sacred Order of Priest in the Church 
of God.  
  The Very Revd Charles Johnson, 
Dean of the North, presented the     
candidate and assisted the bishop. 
  Fr Marsh was licensed as Priest in 

Charge of the Bolton Mission and     
already has plans for developing 
the ACC's work in the town.  
  Fr Marsh is also the Chaplain for 
Anglican Catholics At Large in the 
Northern Deanery. 
  Some 30 members of the        
congregation and friends of the 
new priest gathered for the service 
and clergy from the Northern  
Deanery joined with the bishop in 
the laying on of hands.  

More pictures on page 8 

 
Above: The Rt Revd Damien Mead, Bishop Ordinary of the Diocese of the United Kingdom 

anoints the hands of the newly ordained Father Howard Marsh 
Photo: Samuel Kouadio  
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ñWhilst I have  
no intention of 
changing 
Churches  
I am aware, 
nevertheless,  
that I ð and 
indeed most  
of you who  
will read these 
words - am  
in need of 
Changeò. 

The Right Revd 

Damien Mead  

Bishop  

Ordinary  

FROM THE  BISHOP 

  
 
 

   I seem to have spent much of 
the past 12 months telling people 
that I am not going to become a 
Roman Catholic or explaining that 
the Anglican Catholic Church is 
NOT the same thing as the        
Ordinariate established by the    
Roman Catholic Church for former        
Anglicans.  
   Of course I have seriously     
considered and prayed over 
Romeôs claims (and I might add 
those of the Eastern Orthodox 
Churches) to be the one true 
Church. However that period of 
prayer and serious thought was 
long over for me, before the Pope 
made his ôgenerousô offer to       
Anglicans to seek reception into 
the Roman Church.   
     I have watched developments 
in the Church of England with    
sadness, but so too have I 
watched with equal sadness the 
re-ordination of Anglican Bishops 
in the Roman Church and the     
denial this proclaims of their      
previous Episcopal Holy Orders 
and the Episcopal Acts they have 
performed over many years. 
    Sometime ago I had to defend 
myself against some of my         
brethren in other parts of the      
Anglican Continuum who having 
seen my óbe-cassockedô, and       
óbirettedô appearance, assume 
that I am just waiting to step onto 
the óTiber Ferryô (I have never 
been much of a swimmer and isnôt 
the Ordinariate more of a papal 
ópaddle steamerô?). As I told them 
there are a number of reasons 
why I will not be going in that      
direction. One of the primary     
reasons being, that I am, as      

certain as I can be, already a 
Catholic Bishop within the one 
true Church of  God.  
   I do not claim this without an 
awareness of our Churchôs size. 
We are small, even though,    
internationally, we have grown 
at a phenomenal rate this past 
few years. But to coin a phrase 
óSize isnôt everythingò. 
   I have been asked by others 
to argue my position, to         
evidence my reasons for        
believing I am already a      
Catholic, in possession of valid 
Holy Orders. Although I believe,  
in   union   with  countless           
traditional orthodox Anglicanôs 
down the centuries, that there is 
sufficient evidence to support 
such belief. I find, that having 
been convinced and accepting 
of this in a simple and, I hope, 
humble way, reception into          
another branch of the One True 
Church unnecessary.  Church 
Unity is a Gospel imperative but               
conversion to Rome, as she is, 
brings us no closer. 
   Whilst I have no intention of 
changing Churches I am aware, 
nevertheless, that I ð and     all 
of you who will read these 
words - am in need of a different 
sort of Change. 
   The women went to the tomb, 
thinking nothing had changed. 
The dead would still be dead. 
The stone would still be across 
the entrance and immovable. 
Their lives would go on as they 
were before they had met       
Jesus. The women went out of 
love and loyalty to the one who 
had brought a momentary hope 
to them and others. But they 
didn't expect anything to have 
changed since Friday. 
   



FROM THE  BISHOP continued 
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   Will we as Christians go to Church 
this year believing the same?  Will  
Christ's  death  and resurrection 
make any difference in the way that 
we speak to and about one another? 
How we care for the world around us 
and each other? How we have      
allowed God's grace to dig at our 
stony hearts and uncover the first 
shoot of forgiveness?  
   Will we go just out of custom or 
love and loyalty for our spouse or 
our children, or will we go to sing the 
songs and hear the good news that 
Christ has risen because we  believe 
that it will make a difference in       
our lives, relationships, attitudes,   
behaviour, and give us real hope? 
    In John's Gospel, Mary roused 
Peter and John to check out the 
empty tomb. They ran to the tomb, 
John arriving first to see that the 
tomb was empty. Given the           
evidence ð the linen cloths were 
just lying there, the cloth that had 
been used to cover Jesus' head was 
now neatly folded, and the body was 
gone ð they did the logical thing: 
they believed. Hard evidence also 
later gave birth to belief for Thomas. 
ñJesus saith unto him, Thomas,     
because thou hast seen me, thou 
hast believed: blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have         
believed.ò  John 20:29 
   Will we be like these disciples, 
convinced, convicted, and confirmed 
in our faith only because we have 
evidence or proof? What is           
evidential in faith? The same way 
you "prove" something like love? 
You see the evidence of it: some-
one's eyes light up when you enter 
the room, or acts of kindness and 
sacrifice spring up spontaneously. 
The evidence of Jesus' resurrection 
is that it changes us, changes our 

churches, and changes the world. 
The spiritual discipline of the life of 
faith is to look for the evidence of 
this central core of Christianity. 
We're called to look in order to see 
where God is acting and changing 
in us, through us, and with us.  
  Also in St John's Gospel, Mary 
Magdalene stayed near the tomb. 
As she assumes that the one she is 
talking to is the gardener, she 
learns that seeing isn't always     
believing! We see what we believe. 
She believed this wasn't Jesus but 
the gardener.  When she comes to 
see and believe that this is the 
risen Christ, she wants to cling to 
him. Countless artists have       
captured this moment because it's 
so poignant. Jesus tells her not to 
cling because he hasn't yet fully 
ascended to the Father. 
   Are we like the women who go to 
the tomb because of loyalty and 
love instead of faith and hope; are 
we like the disciples who need     
evidence in order to believe; or  like 
Mary who clings to what has been.      
   No matter if we are, as long as 
our ultimate response is the same 
as theirs when they encountered 
the risen Christ and were changed 
through God's grace. 
   This is the change we do need to 
make, this is the challenge we must 
be willing to meet, this Easter and 
every day of our life hereafter.  
    Like them we need to hear the 
words of good news:  

Christ is risen, Alleluia!  
He is risen indeed, Alleluia !  

 

   And like them, our response must 
be:   "My Lord and my God!"  

 
 
 
 

ñJesus saith 
unto him, 
Thomas,     

because thou 
hast seen me, 

thou hast 
believed: 

blessed are 
they that have 
not seen, and 

yet have         
believed.ò   

John 20:29  
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News From the Diocesan Synod 
Newsletter of the XX Annual 
Synod of the Diocese of the 

United Kingdom  
12 March 2011  

Central Hall, Westminster, London  
 

Dr Roy Fidge writes ...  
 

The Pre-Synod Dinner:  
 

   The Pre-Synod Dinner was held 
at The Strada Restaurant (opposite 
St Paulôs Cathedral, London), the 
evening before Synod.  Fifteen 
Delegates attended.  This year it 
was not possible to have dinner at 
the Tower Hotel due to the closure 
of their Carvery. 
 
Synod Mass:  

   This Synod the Bishop had         
decided to begin the Mass at 11 am 
rather than noon to enable the   
business session of Synod to begin 
earlier.        

   The Day began with Pontifical 
High Mass.  Bishop Damien Mead 
(Bishop Ordinary of the Diocese of 
the United Kingdom) was the     
Celebrant and preacher; the Rev 
Howard Marsh (Our Lady and St 
Edward Confessor, Bolton) was 
Deacon and the Rev William 
Campbell (St Hugh of Lincoln, 
Scunthorpe) was Sub-Deacon.   
The Very Rev Charles Johnson  
(St Alban, Salford, Manchester) 
and the Very Rev Raymond 
Thompson (Our Lady & St Francis,              
Rochester) acted as assistants to 
the Bishop.   Mr Roy Hipkiss (St 
Augustine, Canterbury) was 
Thurifer. Mr Richard Mulholland (St 
Augustine, Canterbury) was       
Crucifer.  Dr Roy Fidge (St Mary 
and St Eanswythe, Dartford) was 
Sidesman and Steward.  The       
Director of Music, Organist and 
Choirmaster, Mr Philip Norman, 
also acted as Cantor.  Mr Norman 
directed an ôecumenicalô choir 
(pictured below) drawn from several 
Churches across London.   

Donations to 
aid the ACC  
in our work  
can be made 
online. Visit  
the Diocesan 
Website and 
click on  

Above: delegates at the pre Synod Meal on the 
evening of Friday 11th March. 

Above: The elevation of the Chalice during the 
Synod Mass 

Above: The Altar Party after Mass 

The synod  
photographs 
were taken by 
Miss Jemima 
Hipkiss  



P A G E  5  I S S U E  3 3    E A S T E R  2 0 1 1 

Closure of 2 Missions  

  The Bishop also announced with 
regret, the closure during 2010 of St 
T her es e ,  Nor th a mp to n  an d              
St Charles, Burnley due to the poor 
health of the priests concerned. 
 
Credentials Report, Roll Call and 
Data from Annual Returns:  

  Following the Credentials Report 
and Roll Call, the Diocesan          
Secretary,   Dr Fidge reported that 
the DUK had the same number of 
Parishes/Missions as last year - 
twelve in all and that we had seen a 
modest shift in membership status 
with our overall numbers of about 
120 (excluding Anglicans at Large) 
representing a modest gain of about 
12%.  The detailed report on the 
data from the Annual Returns is     
reported on page 19. 
 
Bishopôs Sermon and Charge: 
  Appears in full on page 16. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Council of Advice:  

  Synod re-elected The Very Rev 
Charles Johnson to the House of 
Clergy, re-elected Mr John Upton 
and elected Mr Richard Mulholland 
to the House of Laity.   
  The Bishopôs Clerical and Lay        
appointments will be announced at a 
later date.   
 
The Council for 2011 is:     
House of Clergy:  
¶ T he  Re v  Chr i s to p he r         

Bosworth  
¶ The Rev Canon Donald 

Walker (St Bede, Thames Ditton)  
¶ The Very Rev Charles     

Tribute to Mr Barry Capper:  

   The first act of Synod was to        
observe a minuteôs silence in      
memory of Mr Barry Capper (formerly 
of Our Lady and St Nicholas,      
Rochester) who had died suddenly 
on 22 February.   
    The Bishop paid tribute to Mr     
Capper as a loyal Member of the 
ACC since 1999, Member of the 
Board of Ministry and Council of     
Advice, but above all was an expert 
server and Thurifer, whose skills will 
be sadly missed.   
     It was agreed that a letter would 
be sent from Synod to Mrs Capper to 
expre ss  the  sy mpathy  and            
condolences of the Bishop and     
Delegates. 
 

Application for Provisional         
Mission to be Received:  
  Synod received the new Mission of 
St Hugh of Lincoln, Scunthorpe, into 
the Diocese, established by the    
Reverend William Campbell.   
 

ñwe had seen     

a modest shift   
in membership 

status with     
our overall 

numbers of 
about 120 

(excluding 
Anglican 

Catholics at 
Large) 

representing     
a modest  gain 

of about        

12%. ò 

From the Bishop: As an addendum to the above 
item. A few days after Synod Father William 
Campbell, inexplicably and unexpectedly redrew 
his membership of the ACC announcing his    
intention to seek reception into Easter Orthodoxy 
at the earliest possible moment.  The Mission of 
St Hugh has thus closed ... Perhaps setting a 
record for the shortest time of existence for an 
ACC Mission! Whilst I am saddened by Fr    
Campbellôs decision I wish him and his wife Julie 
well and pray for their future happiness. 

RIP: Barry George Capper 
11 Sept 1944 ð 22 Feb 2011 
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Johnson (St Alban, Manchester)   

[Dean of the North] 
¶ Bishopôs Nominee - Reserved 

 
House of Laity:  
¶ Mr Roy Hipkiss (St Augustine, 

Canterbury)  
¶ Mr Richard Mulholland (St 

Augustine, Canterbury) 
¶ Mr John Upton ( St Mary and St 

Eanswythe, Dartford) 
¶ Bishopôs Nominee - Reserved 
 
Appointment of Officers:  
   The Bishop appointed the following 
officers for the forthcoming year: 
¶ Dr Frank Wiswall , (Original 

Province) as Chancellor 
¶ The Very Rev Raymond 

Thompson as Vice Chancellor 
as Historian and Archivist      [Ex 
officio member of the COA] 

¶ Dr Roy Fidge as Diocesan      

Secretary, Member of the Board 
of Ministry and Assistant Child 
Protection Officer 

        [Ex officio member of the COA] 
¶ The Rev Howard Marsh as          

Diocesan Treasurer 
        [Ex officio member of the COA] 
¶ Mr Roy Hipkiss (St Augustine, 

Canterbury) as Child Protection 
Officer  

¶ The Rev Canon Donald Walker 
as Chairman of the Board of  
Ministry and Southern Deanery 
Chaplain to Anglican Catholics at 
Large 

¶ The Rev Howard Marsh as 

Northern Deanery Chaplain to 
Anglican Catholics at Large 

¶ Mr Andrew Shepherd (non     
Parochial) as Diocesan Auditor 

 
Bishopôs Report: 

     During 2010 the Diocese of the 
United Kingdom continued to reap the 
benefits of the stability that we have 
established and maintained in recent 
years.  
     The recent discussions and         
decisions in the Church of England 

concerning the Consecration of 
Women 'Bishops', the ongoing         
developments in the Roman    
Catholic 'Ordinariate' have left many 
Anglicans both inside the C of E 
and in other continuing bodies    
confused, concerned or alarmed.  
The ACC although still small and 
lacking in resources has responded 
to increased interest and contact 
from the disaffected from above and 
other genuine enquirers. As a result 
we have one priest, Fr William 
Campbell and his wife, Julie, who 
have formed a new Mission in North 
Lincolnshire dedicated to St Hugh. 
We have also had a priest currently 
still in the C of E indicate strongly 
that sometime in 2011 he plans to 
join us.  During the year I ordained 
The Revd Howard Marsh (Bolton) to 
the diaconate and the Revd Michael 
Clothier (South Molton) to the       
sacred priesthood. 
     In December 2010 we saw the     
retirement of Father Christopher     
Bosworth from active ministry and 
the closure of the Mission of St 
Theresa in Northampton. At the 
time I thanked Fr Bosworth and his 
wife Cathy for their commitment and 
hard work and noted how this had 
been especially difficult combined 
with their various health issues. I 
would like to repeat these thanks 
and know that I speak for the entire 
Diocese in expressing our gratitude.         
    Fr Raymond Thompson in    
Rochester has also endured         
ongoing complications from his 
Chest surgery and awaits further 
surgery to try and restore his voice.  
    Fr Walker and Fr Petty have also 
had health concerns which leads 
me to a word of appreciation for the 
great efforts made by all of our 
clergy despite so much that can    
hinder their work and ministry. 
Thank you Fathers for your care of 
Godôs people and for your hard 
work on behalf of His Kingdom here  
on Earth.  
 

ña word of      
appreciation   
for the great 
efforts made  
by all of our 
clergy despite 
so much        
that can        
hinder their 
work and     
ministry.   
Thank you     
Fathers for 
your care         
of Godôs        
people and     
for your       
hard work       
on behalf         
of His         
Kingdom      
here on  
Earthò  
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     During 2010 there were more      
Receptions and Confirmations than the 
Diocese has experienced in recent 
years. We have embryonic Missions 
being established in Hampshire and in 
Scotland.  

    In September 2010 the new            
Ca n t e r bu ry  Ch ur ch  Sh op  i n            
Canterbury was opened and under the 
management of Mr Richard Mulholland 
is going from strength to strength.       
   During the year I paid Episcopal  
visitations to St Benedictôs, South    
Molton, Devon for their inaugural Mass 
in January and in March I visited Our 
Lady and St Francis, Rochester. In 
July I visited St Ninianôs Whitby and St 
Albanôs Manchester. In October I      
visited Our Lady and St Edward,      
Bolton. During the year, for some 
months, I provided cover for the     
Rochester Parish on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays Monthly whilst Fr Thompson 
recovered from his chest operation. 
    I attended the ACC (OP) College of 
Bishopsô Meeting in West Palm Beach, 
Florida USA in October and had the 
privilege of participating in the historic 
occasion of the Consecration of  three 
n e w  b i s h o p s  f o r  t h e  A C C                       
internationally. The bishops were The 
Rt. Revd Alan Kenyon-Hoare for the 
Diocese of Southern Africa, The Rt. 
Revd German Orrego-Hurtado for the 
Diocese of New Granada and The Rt. 
Revd Solomzi Samson Mentjies for the 
Diocese of the Eastern Cape. I was 
also honoured by the Archbishop when 

he asked if I would preach at the    
Consecration Service. 
     For me one of the highlights of the 
year, albeit borne on the wings of so 
much tragedy and suffering, was the 
incredibly generous response to the 
Haitian earthquake at the beginning of 
2010. The Diocese of the United      
Kingdom, responding to the ACC    
Missions Appeal for Haiti, made by 
The Most Revd Mark Haverland,     
Metropolitan of the Original Province 
and Acting Primate of the Anglican 
Catholic Church, has raised a total of 
£1275 (Sterling) for the ACC Mission 

Fund. I expressed my thanks and    
extended my best wishes and           
appreciation to the generosity of our 
Missions, Parishes and the individuals, 
both within and outside the Church, 
who have contributed to raising this 
money. 

 
Deanôs Report ï 
Deanery of the 
South:  
F r  R a y m o n d  
Thompson said - My 
i n c a p a c i t y  h a s      
prevented me from 
f u l f i l l i n g  ma n y      
practical duties as 

Dean, and we were therefore unable 
to arrange a Chapter meeting this 
year. Neither have I been able to make 
any visitations. However, in June I had 
the great pleasure of presenting     
Deacon Michael Clothier as a          
candidate for Ordination to the Sacred 
Priesthood, and attended his first 
Mass the following morning. 
     I have been able to address a good 
number of matters (especially via the 
computer and email), including regular 
correspondence with several people 
who have made enquiries about the 
ACC and are considering making their 
spiritual home with us after the        
decisions made by the General Synod 
of the Church of England.  
 
 

ñThe Diocese 
of the United      

Kingdom, 
responding to 

the ACC    
Missions 

Appeal for 
Haiti, raised a 
total of £1275 
(Sterling) for 

the ACC 
Mission Fund.ò  

Continued on page 13  

Above: The Canterbury Church Shop Ltd 
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Consecration DVD on Sale ...  
 

To raise funds for the Bishopôs discretionary fund copies of the DVD  of 

Bishop Meadôs  Consecration  (on 20th Sept 2008) are available. 

 

Priced at £18 plus £2 p&p The DVD is 2 1/2 hours long and filmed in high 

definition.  

Cheques to be made payable to ñThe Rt Revd D Mead ð Bishops Fundò 

and sent to: 

         The Diocesan Office, 42-48 High Street, Lydd, Kent TN29 9AN  

. 

A Priest for Bolton .... Continued from the front page 

Above: The Very Revd Charles Johnson reads 
the Ordination Charge from the Book of           

Common Prayer 
Below: Fr Tim Perkins (kneeling right) sings    

the Litany 

Above: The Ordination of Howard James Marsh 
to the Priesthood. Fathers Campbell, Johnson, 

Petty and Perkins assist the Bishop with the 
laying on of hands 

Below: the Bishop with the new priest 
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  The demands had been well 
beyond the call of duty and 
Mr  H ipki ss  is  o f ten             
accompanied by his 14 year 
old daughter Jemima who 
never seems to mind what 
others might see as an       
intrusion on her private time 
with her father.   
   In accepting the award, Mr 
Hipkiss said it was a real 
pleasure to be of service.  

When he joined the Church, he 
said he had no idea that he was in 
fact gaining a real family.   
    The Award comprises an         
illuminated Certificate and cufflinks 
and tie clip set bearing the 
Bishopôs personal Coat of Arms.  

The Bishopôs Award: 
    During the XX Synod, Bishop Mead 
presented his Bishopôs Award (an 
Award given by the Bishop for         
Outstanding Commitment to the Work 
and Ministry of the ACC Diocese of the 
United Kingdom) to Mr Roy Hipkiss (St 
Augustine, Canterbury).  
   In making the presentation the 
Bishop said he was indebted to Mr 
Hipkiss for the many hours he has    
devoted to   driving him to a myriad of 
functions, meetings, services and a 
hundred and one activities and          
engagements he was called upon to 
attend in his capacity as Bishop       
Ordinary.   

ñThe 
Bishopôs 

Award         
(an Award 

given by the 
Bishop for         

Outstanding 
Commitment 

to the Work 
and Ministry 

of the ACC 
Diocese of 
the United 
Kingdom) ò   


