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 \  ORTHODOX  FAITH   \  ANGLICAN  WORSHIP  \  CATHOLIC  ORDER  \ 

   On Wednesday 30th November 
2011, being the Feast of St Andrew, 
the Bishop inducted the Venerable 
Raymond Alan Malcolm Thompson 
as Archdeacon of the Diocese of 
the United Kingdom. 
   The Induction took place before 
the celebration of Holy Mass at St. 
Augustineôs Church, Best Lane, 
Canterbury, Kent. The Archdeacon 
celebrated the Mass and the        
service was attended by members 
of  the  parish  and  Fr  Thompsonôs 

wife, Mrs Carol Thompson and his 
family and friends. 
   Dr Roy Fidge, Secretary of the 
Diocese, presented Fr Thompson 
to the Bishop and witnessed his 
Canonical Oaths. 
   Fr Thompson, who is Parish 
Priest of Our Lady of Walsingham 
and St Francis of Assisi, Rochester, 
Kent remains Dean of the Southern 
Deanery and Vice Chancellor of the 
Diocese. 

More Pictures on page 8 

Above: The Venerable Raymond Alan Malcolm Thompson makes his Canonical Oaths to 
Bishop Mead. The Bishop is assisted by Mr Richard Mulholland. 

Photo: Dr Roy Fidge  
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ñWe are 
responsible for  
the proclaiming  
of the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. 
The Gospel  
heals souls 
and saves  
people from  
being forever 
separated  
from God.ò 

The Right Revd 

Damien Mead  

Bishop  

Ordinary  

FROM THE  BISHOP 

 I am very       
conscious as I 
w r i t e  t h e s e 

words of how blessed I am to be 
here! Many of you will know that 
on 18th November I was taken to 
hospital after suffering breathing 
difficulties and was diagnosed 
with a Deep Vein Thrombosis 
above the knee in my right leg and 
Bilateral Pulmonary Embolisms 
(blood clots on both lungs). I am 
pleased to say that I am feeling 
much better than I was although I 
am still poorly and have reduced 
both my religious and secular    
duties to the barest minimum. I 
am very grateful for all the cards, 
messages and prayers I have     
received and am very conscious 
of the huge out pouring of love, for 
which I am also truly grateful. 
   My recent health problems have 
reminded me of my  own mortality 
and my experience of the National 
Health Service has given me 
much to ponder. 
    I am proud of the dreams and 
aspirations of the founders of our 
National Health Service. Despite 
all the bad experiences one may 
have or hear of we are so very 
lucky compared to the majority of 
the worlds population. I admire the 
hard work and professionalism of 
the vast majority of those who 
work in this essential service. 
However, a conversation I had 
with one such professional during 
my treatment confirmed a very 
simple fact. The hard work,        
determination, devotion to duty, 
and greatest levels of care by the 
majority can be undone so easily 
by just one or two individuals who 
either intentionally, through      
rudeness or other personality 
t r a i t s ,  t h r o u g h  l a c k  o f                 

professionalism or attention to 
detail, or through tiredness and 
distraction (whether caused by 
personal irresponsibility or in the 
case of the stories we hear of 
the long hours and difficult  
working conditions staff labour 
u n d e r ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l                            
irresponsibility) can so easily 
undo or undermine this good 
and essential work. 
    We in the Church, not just 
clergy but laity too, can also do 
exactly the same thing. We are 
responsible for the proclaiming 
of the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. The Gospel heals souls 
and saves people from being 
forever separated from God. 
    Too often I have heard stories 
of how the behaviour of          
individuals claiming to be           
Christians, disciples, followers 
of Jesus Christ, have turned 
people away from the Gospel. 
When a lack of commitment to 
the principles and practice of the 
Faith by those claiming its            
importance has made the            
difference between people     
finding the answers to life in Him 
or turning away and looking 
elsewhere. 
The season of Advent is for 
Christians one of anticipation 
and hope although at its         
beginnings the emphasis was 
much more on penitence,      
fasting and sin.  
    Whilst we rejoice in the 
Christmas Story and our homes 
and Churches are adorned with 
images of the new born Christ 
Child. Advent is not just a           
celebration of a moment in time 
when a baby was born, but 
looks beyond to a time when the 
Bible   tells   us   that  Jesus  will  
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come again, not as a weak and     
vulnerable baby but in power and 
with authority. The traditional      
Scripture readings for this time     
emphasize both the First and       
Second Coming of Jesus Christ, and 
our accountability for faithfulness at 
His coming, judgment on sin and the 
hope of eternal life. 
    Advent is also a spiritual journey 
that Christians take, through the 
truths of Scripture that point to the 
birth of Messiah, to a reaffirmation 
that he has come, is present in the 
world today and will come again in 
glory. It mirrors the journey of faith 
that Christians make after that        
moment of  real izat ion and              
acceptance of who Jesus is in their 
own lives.  Taking that first step of 
faith in commitment, and continue    
hopefully to walk the road of faith 
and increasing  in understanding, 
and looking forward to our final     
destination, which is to be in his 
presence forever! 
    Time after time various opinion 
polls are conducted among the 
masses in this country asking 
whether the respondents believe in 
God. The majority say they do and 
the ma jor i ty a lso descr ibe           
themselves as Christians. However 
Church attendance continues to 
drop.  I am not so naïve to think that 
there is any one simple reason for 
this, but one of the common reasons 
given for people not coming to 
Church is because they fail to detect 
in those who do go óChrist like       
virtuesô.  
     Mahatma Ghandi is famously 
quoted as having said ñI like your 
Christ. I do not like your Christians. 
They are so unlike your Christ.ò  
What a terrible indictment that is for 
the Church.  
     Being a Christian is a serious 

business. We might like to dwell on 
the inner peace and sure and      
certain hope it gives us, but          
d i s c i p l e s h i p  c o m e s  w i t h               
responsibilities and it can be       
unsettling and requires action on 
our part.      
    We live in a culture that is oh so 
fast and much of life is about       
instant gratification ð except it 
seems when we consider things 
eternal. 
     Many modern parents, even 
some Church goers, choose not to 
have their children baptised. But 
instead say they want their children 
to make up their own mind when 
they are old enough. Sometimes 
Church going is seen as the        
preserve of the retired and elderly. 
Younger people have too many 
other pressing things to do.  
    My recent illness may have 
something to do with it, perhaps I 
am being to introspective. But I fear 
we do not have that much time!  
    Although Our Lord assures us 
that no one knows the hour or day 
of His coming WE DO know what 
He expects us to be doing whilst 
we are waiting. 
      This Advent let us begin by    
looking closely at ourselves. Do we 
practice what we preach? Are we 
as worthy as we can be of the Holy 
name we bear? 
     As we move closer to the Stable 
in Bethlehem let us truly prepare to 
offer ñourselves, our souls and    
bodies, to be a reasonable,       
holy, and lively sacrificeò to Our 

Lord and Saviour. 

      My blessing 
and prayers 
that you may 
have a Happy 
a n d  H o l y 
Christmas. 

    ñAdvent is 
also a spiritual 

journey that 
Christians take, 

through the 
truths of 

Scripture that 
point to the 

birth of 
Messiah, to a 
reaffirmation 

that he has 
come, is 

present in the 
world today and 
will come again 

in gloryò 
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Newsletter of the  
Council of Advice  

Saturday 1 October 2011  
The Broadbent Room,                            

Central Hall, Westminster, London  
 

Dr Roy Fidge writes  
 

Mass DVD for Anglicans at Large  

      This idea was discussed further.  
Mr Hipkiss said he was in contact 
with a professional film making firm 
who could probably complete the 
kind of project we had in mind for 
about £1500.   
    The Bishop commented that we 
were only wanting a simple low 
Mass filmed and since we were 
looking to provide something for 
only about five people at the        
moment an outlay of £1500 might 
not be justifiable.  Mr Hipkiss said 
he would find out what might be 
possible.  The Bishop asked him to 
enquire also about the possibility of 
a three-minute sequence showing a 
ósliceô of óLife in the DUKô to use on 
the Website.  An actual Mass would 
be used for filming and Mr Hipkiss 
felt that when we had a suitable film 
it could also be put on the Website 
in addition to making copies for    
individual Anglicans at Large. 
 
Nominations for Treasurer  

Several names were mentioned and 
the need to fill the Vacancy in the 
House of Laity due to the death of 
Mr Upton was also noted.  Readers 
are asked to consider any ACC 
Members they know who might be 
interested   in  these  posts  so  that  

Donations to 
aid the ACC  
in our work  
can be made 
online. Visit  
the Diocesan 
Website and 
click on  

possible nominees are approached 
well before Synod next year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Archbishop's Visit  

   The Bishop confirmed that the 
Archbishop, the Most Reverend Dr 
Mark Haverland , would be visiting 
the UK next year and would be here 
for Synod.    It was hoped that his 
stay would include the weekends 
before and after Synod.  It was     
tentatively suggested that the 
Archbishop visited Manchester 
(Saturday 14 April), Whitby (Sunday 
15 April), Canterbury (sometime 
during that week), Synod ï London 
(Saturday 21 April) and Rochester 
(Sunday 22 April).   
    We need to benefit as much as 
possible from his visits to the       
parishes and each venue needs to 
plan the day for the visit very     
carefully so that we get maximum 
coverage and publicity for the ACC. 

 
 It is also hoped to 
organise a book   
signing with the 
Archbishop at the 
Canterbury Church 
Shop Ltd.  
    H i s  b o o k 

óAnglican Catholic Faith and      
Practiceô has recently been            
reprinted in a Third Edition. 
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the value of items be included.    
   We must be aware that record 
keeping and insurance matters are 
an important part of maximising    
resources and minimising risks.  
Technically the property of Missions 
is independent of the Diocese and if 
a Mission did not wish to develop an 
inventory it could not be obligatory, 
though everyone accepted the value 
of such a record.    
 
  Fr Walker said there was no       
Report from the Board of Ministry 
for this meeting. 
 
  Fr Thompson said there were no   
Archive Matters  to report. 
 
  Fr Marsh said that his regular     
Chaplaincy visits to Anglicans at 
Large  were on going. 
 
  The Bishop brought to the attention 
of the meeting a Resolution  passed 

at the 41st Diocesan Synod of the 
Diocese of the Midwest, regarding 
the frequency of Diocesan Synods.  
This Resolution proposed that     
Dioceses might decide to have      
Diocesan Synods on alternate years 
to those of the Provincial Synod 
(which met every other year) though 
it retained the right for a Diocese to 
have annual Synods if it wanted to.  
Notice was given that this Resolution 
would be presented to Provincial 
Synod and if accepted would cause 
a change to the Provincial Canons. 
 
NB: At Provincial Synod this           
Resolut ion was, af ter much             
discussion, withdrawn. 
 
Dates of Future Meetings:         

   Please be sure you have these 
noted down. 
7 January 2012; 21 April 2012 (XXI 
Annual Synod); 7 July 2012;            
13 October 2012.  
Afterwards a group photo of the Council was 
taken as arranged.  

Generous Donation  

   The Bishop reported that he had 
received generous donation from St 
Margaretôs of Scotland ACC 
Church in Virginia  of $1000 (about 

£630) for evangelistic purposes.   
    This money could go to boost the 
suggested grants of £100 for         
Parishes/Missions to use for outreach 
(contact Fr Marsh).   
 
Treasurerôs Report:   
    Fr Marsh reported that the Current 
Account was in a healthy state.  He 
said there was a growing number of 
Parishes/Missions taking advantage 
of the Gift Aid Scheme.   
    Fr Marsh said he had sent £278 to 
the Orphanage Appeal of the Holy 
Paraclete  in South Africa.  He also 
said that there was some more 
money still to go.   
    The Bishop commented on the fact 
that from April 2013 it will be possible 
for money donated in the open plate 
to be declared for Gift Aid  benefit.  
The ACC might be able to include up 
to £5000 from the open plate.        
Missions where there are some     
non-tax payers would benefit. 
 
Insurance Matters   
    The Bishop reported on his       
meeting with Mr Danny Cooper 
(Insurance Manager) and read his 
reply to the various questions         
regarding insurance which the Bishop 
had raised with him.   
    The Bishop said that it is           
necessary that each Mission and 
Parish has an Inventory of the 
Property  related to the Mission/
Parish to record items which belong 
to the congregation outright together 
with items which might belong to 
other individuals e.g. the Parish 
Priest or a third party.  It was         
suggested that photographs of      
valuable items would also be useful.       
    There was a plea that details of 
ownership (mission or private) and 
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   In October 2011 Bishop Mead         
together with Mr Roy Hipkiss and Mr 
Richard Mulholland attended the XIX 
Synod of the Original Province       
meeting in West Palm Beach, Florida, 
USA from 19th to 21st October 2011.  
     The Bishop had also attended 
meetings of the College of Bishops, 
the Administrative Council and the 
ACC Trustees on the preceding days. 

    The Most Revd Peter Robinson of 
the United Episcopal Church of North 
America was present  throughout. The 
UECNA and ACC are in full            
communion. Unfortunately, The Most  
 

Revd James Provence of the        
Anglican Province of Christ the King 
was unable to attend. 
     Also attending for the first time 
as  honoured  guests  were 
Archbishop Walter Grundorf of the 
Anglican Province of America and 
Bishop Brian Marsh of the Anglican 
Church of America.  
     In addition to the Original      
Provinceôs own bishops, three    
bishops from the ACCôs Second 
Province (The Church of India, 
Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon)      
attended; The Most Revd John 
Augustine (Metropolitan of the 
CIPBC and Archbi shop  o f 
Lucknow), The Right Revd Noel 
Hembrom (Bishop of Chota Nagpur) 
and The Rt Revd D.E. Singh 
(Bishop of Delhi). These bishops 
reported to the College of Bishop 
and to the Synod of the remarkable 
growth in the ACC in India and also 
the success in regaining lost land 
and buildings which were taken 
from the Anglican Church in the 
years after Indian Independence 
and during the creation of the     
amalgamated Churches of North 
and South India. 
 

ñ ... the            
remarkable 
growth in the 
ACC in India   
and also the 
success in       
regaining lost 
land and       
buildings which 
were taken     
from the          
Anglican Church 
in the years    
after Indian    
Independence 
and during       
the creation        
of the           
amalgamated 
Churches of 
North and     
South India.ò  

News from Provincial Synod 2011 

L-R: Richard Mulholland, Bishop Mead and Roy Hipkiss. Synod delegates from 
the Diocese of the United Kingdom 

L-R: Abp Peter Robinson (UECNA), Abp Mark 
Haverland (ACC-OP), Bp Brian Marsh (ACA) 

and Abp Walter Grundorf (APA) 
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    The Synod delegates heard of ACC 
work in North, Central and South 
America, in the Caribbean and in     
Africa, India and Australia and New 
Zealand. The College of Bishop's also 
agreed the establishment of a new 
Missionary District in the Philippines. 

 
    The College of Bishops elected the 
Venerable Donald R. Lerow to be 
Bishop for the Military Ordinariate and 
also Episcopal Visitor to the Diocese of 
the Mid Atlantic States. It also           
accepted the election of the Very Revd 
Steven Aylule-Milenge to be Bishop 
Ordinary of the Missionary Diocese of 
the Congo, Africa. 

     Bishop Mead was appointed by 
Archbishop Haverland to serve on the 
Provincial Court and continues to 
serve of the Original Provinceôs Admin-
istrative Council. 
 
     As ever, Provincial Synod is a   
wonderful opportunity to meet other 
members of the ACC world wide and 
to remember that although we are     
extremely small in numbers here in the 
United kingdom, we are part of a larger 
growing family around the world.  
 
    Anyone interested in representing 
the Diocese at the next Provincial 

Synod in October 2013  - which is to 
be held in California, USA ð should 
contact Dr Roy Fidge the Diocesan 
Secretary. 

     The Parish of Guardian Angels 
hosted a meal for the bishops           
attending Synod which was extremely 
kind and generous.  

    Daily Matins, Mass and Evensong 
was celebrated during the Synod at 
the Hotel in West Palm Beach. The 
main Synod Mass was celebrated at 
the Parish Church and was a Pontifical 
High Mass for Christian Unity         
celebrated by Archbishop Haverland. 

ñAnyone 
interested in 
representing 

the Diocese at 
the next 

Provincial 
Synod in 

October 2013  - 
which is to be 

held in 
California, USA 

ð should 
contact  

Dr Roy Fidge  
the Diocesan 
Secretary.ò 

L: Bishop Elect 
Donald R Lerow 
R: Bishop Elect 
Steven Aylule-

Milenge 

The Synod in session 

Some of the Bishops of the ACC at dinner 
hosted by Holy Guardian Angels 

L-R: Rt. Rev. Noel Hembrom, Rt. Rev. Alan 
Kenyon-Hoare, Most Rev. Dr. D.E. Singh, Rt. 

Rev. Rommie Starks, Rt. Rev. Edward        
LaCour, Rt. Rev. Damien Mead, Rt. Rev.    
German Orrego-Hurtado, Rt. Rev. William 

McClean, Most Rev. John Augustine, Rt. Rev. 
Brian Iverach, Most Rev. Mark Haverland, Rt. 
Rev. Solomzi Mentjies, Rt. Rev. Terry Lowe, 
Most Rev. Peter Robinson (Presiding Bishop 

UEC) and Rt. Rev. Roger Dawson. 

Bishop Mead, as Chairman of the Resolutions 
Committee, moves the adoption of various 
resolutions from the XIX Provincial Synod 
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Consecration DVD on Sale ...  
 

To raise funds for the Bishopôs discretionary fund copies of the DVD  of 

Bishop Meadôs  Consecration  (on 20th Sept 2008) are available. 

 

Priced at £18 plus £2 p&p The DVD is 2 1/2 hours long and filmed in high 

definition.  

Cheques to be made payable to ñThe Rt Revd D Mead ð Bishops Fundò 

and sent to: 

         The Diocesan Office, 42-48 High Street, Lydd, Kent TN29 9AN  

. 

New Archdeacon ... Continued from the front page 

The new Archdeacon receives the 
Bishopôs blessing Above: After the 

Mass the Bishop 
presented Father 

Thompson with his 
new Licence 

L: Bishop Mead was 
not well enough to 
celebrate the Mass 
for the Feast of St 
Andrew so invited 

the new Archdeacon 
to do so. 
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the well-worn one which had     
originally been in use at Saint 
Brihtwold's church in Worton,     
Wiltshire until its closure in 2002, 
when it came into the possession 
of the Rochester parish. The new 
frontal and curtains were blessed 

before Mass on Sunday 21 August. 

Baptism in Rochester  

   On Sunday 28 August 2011 The 
Very Revd Raymond Thompson,     
parish Priest, baptised Anna Marie 
Wells at Our Lady & Saint Francis, 

Rochester, Kent.  Continued on Page 14 

Church Decorated  

   The military chapel used by the     
Parish of Our Lady and Saint Francis 
in Rochester has just undergone a      
complete redecoration inside and out. 
   The work, which took nearly three 
weeks, was commissioned by the 
Royal Engineers. New riddel curtains, 
donated by Church Member Mrs       
Victoria Farrant and made by the      
Parish Priestôs wife, Mrs Carol     
Thompson, have been installed and 
Mrs Thompson has also made a new 
green altar frontal.  This  has  replaced  
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