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This year marked the 31st
anniversary of the Consecration
of the first men as Bishops to
continue traditional Anglican
Catholicism as we have received
it and marks the establishment of
our Church.

On 28th January 1978 in Denver,
Colorado, USA, the retired
Episcopal Bishop of Springfield,
lllinois, USA, A. Albert Chambers,
following the historic Congress of St
Louis of 1977, assisted by Bishop
Francisco Pagtakhan of the
Philippine Independent Church, with
the Bishop Mark Pae of the
Anglican Church of Korea
consenting, consecrated C. Dale
Doren, Robert Sherwood Morse,
James Orin Mote and Peter Francis
Watterson.

In the process of ratifying the new
church's constitution, disputes
developed within the movement.
The Anglican Catholic Church
continued as the largest group led
by Bishop Mote, and the Diocese
of Christ the King (now the Anglican
Province of Christ the King) was led
by Bishop Morse. In 1981, Bishop
Doren left the Anglican Catholic
Church to found the United
Episcopal Church of North America
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which was to Low
Churchmen.

Although divided administratively,
all remained ‘in communio sacris’
and on friendly terms.

In this 31st year an exciting
development is the round of
discussions about possible reunion
between these bodies.

Inside this edition of ACC UK is
the sermon preached at the

Consecration in Denver.
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It is this time of the year when
in the midst of our Lenten
discipline we should have pause
for  thought about our
relationship with Christ and how
we measure up in discipleship.
Anyone seeking to follow Christ
eventually comes up against Our
Lords clear instructions to those
who would follow him: “ And he
said to them all, If any man will
come after me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me." (Luke 9:23).

“Let him deny himself’- Serious
self-denial means doing what
Christ wants, out of love for your
neighbour, even though it is the
opposite of what you may want,
even though it may hurt to do it.
If at this point many stumble, it
is because the way of the world
is not one of self denial. Christ
demands a lifestyle that is
difficult  for his  followers,
however we do well remember
that He lived the very self-denial
that he commands us to live.

Jesus’ whole ministry was an
exercise in self-denial, of saying
"no" to himself. From beginning
to end, he submitted to His
Father, subordinated his will to
the Father's will, and did what
the Father wanted (see John
5:19, 12:29). He did so even
when he didn't want to, even
when it hurt. In the Garden of
Gethsemane, when the stark
terror of his coming cross and
passion flooded his mind's eye,
‘And going a little farther he fell
on his face and prayed, saying,
“My Father, if it be possible, let
this cup pass from

me;” (Matthew 26:39). At that
moment, as he wrestled the
powers of darkness, Jesus did
not want to suffer. But
instantly, immediately, he
denied himself. For the very
next words out of his mouth
were, "nevertheless, not as |
will, but as you will."

Jesus denied himself and
chose the road of suffering for
the good of his neighbour,
namely us. He did it all to save
us from our sins and from
eternal death. And suffer he
did, undergoing scourging and
beating, injustice and public
humiliation. Worst of all was
the cross, first carrying it past
the jeering crowd, then being
nailed to it, then dying on it. As
he himself had said that he
would do, he, the Good
Shepherd, laid down his life for
the sheep (John 10:15,17).

‘For even the Son of man
came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for
many.’ (Mark 10:45). As Isaiah
puts it, ‘But he was wounded
for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace
was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed. All we
like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to
his own way; and the Lord
hath laid on him the iniquity of
us all.” (Isaiah 53:5-6).

Because of his perfect
suffering and death, his
perfect self-denial, all sins

have been forgiven, including
yours and mine, whatever they
may be. And all who truly
believe this, receive this
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forgiveness as a free gift. The
Word of God declares this good
news: ‘Be it known unto you there-
fore, men and brethren, that through
this man is preached unto you the
forgiveness of sins. And by him all
that believe are justified from all
things, from which ye could not be
justified by the law of Moses’ (Acts
13:38-39).

And forgiveness is what we need.
For unlike our Lord Jesus, whose
self-denial was perfect in every way,
our self-denial is anything but
perfect. For we are a self-obsessed
people, who seldom deny ourselves.
Rare are the times that we do what
Christ wants instead of what we
want, especially when what he
wants disagrees with what we want.

The temptation we face is to
prefer a ‘comfortable Christianity,’
one that requires no serious
sacrifice, no serious self-denial.
Even when we do manage to
sublimate our wills to his, and do
what he wants, even though it hurts
to do it, even then we stain such self
- denial by our endless complaining,
jealousy and self-pity.

For all our failures to practice
serious self-denial and for all our
stained self-denial, we need
cleansing and forgiveness. Thanks
be to God, then, that by His
astounding grace, because of the
atoning self-denial of Jesus, God
does forgive those who confess it.
For through the holy Gospel, as it
comes to us through preaching,
through absolution, through the
Sacrifice of the Mass, through the
Sacraments and the written Word,
God takes the once-for-all forgive-
ness won at the cross, and
distributes it anew to those who
need it. He forgives those who

believe this Gospel and counts
Christ's perfect self-denial as theirs.

For you see, Christ's self-denial
is not merely an example -- it is
salvation.

Thanks be to God that He so
richly forgives our failures and
counts Christ' self-denial as ours.
But woe unto us if it ends there.
Woe unto us if, once we are
forgiven again, we do not strive
with all our hearts to live a life of
serious self-denial. ‘And he said to
them all, “If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross daily, and follow me.”

To "all* Christ spoke these
words; He has called all Christians
to a life of serious self-denial, a life-
style of doing what Christ wants,
even when we don't want to, even
when it hurts, for the good of our
neighbour. May Christ's self-denial
empower us to do so in a new way
this Lenten season and throughout

the year.
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Dr Roy Fidge, the Diocesan
Secretary, reports on the meeting
of the Bishop’s Council of Advice
(COA):

10th January 2009

The first topic discussed was The
Provincial Synod , which is to be
held in Richmond, Virginia, USA
on 28 — 30 October 2009. The
Bishop explained how the Synod
was organised and the meetings
and other activities that took place
alongside it.

He said it was such an inspiring
and uplifting experience to go and
meet up with ACC members from
all over the world. It helped to put
things in perspective and it gave
one a sense of belonging to a vital
and growing Church. He said it
would be fantastic if more of us
could go from the UK. He
confirmed that he was going and
the Very Revd and Mrs Charles
Johnson had said they were going

too. |If there are others who are
interested please contact the
Bishop to discuss the
arrangements.

Bishop Mead said it was very
important for the DUK to be as fully
represented as possible.

Friendships and contacts were
forged with others in the ACC from
other countries at Provincial
Synod, which underpinned to

whole concept of belonging. The
costs involved were discussed
much of which has been borne by
those who went. The Diocese is
able to offer some limited help and
it may be possible to seek
assistance from the Province

There was some discussion on
the status of the newly appointed
Deans of the North and South as
to whether or not they should be
ex officio Members of the Council
of Advice. The Bishop said they
could be requested to attend the
Meetings if they were not already
serving on the Council in another
capacity or as an elected Member.

The question also arose as to
why, now that we had our own
Bishop, the Vice Chancellor,
Secretary and Treasurer (who
are ex officio Members) no longer
had a vote on the Council.
Dr Fidge explained that as they are
appointed by the Bishop and not
elected it was a safeguard against
any undue influence by the Bishop,
through his officers on the Council.

The Diocesan Website in now
provided by another company —
Red Carrot — and the Domain
Name is owned by the Diocese.
With the transfer of provider some
small changes have also been
made. News and other items of
interest often appear there first so
it is worth visiting the site regularly
if you have access to the internet.

The Treasurer announced that
another Parish had joined the Gift
Aid Scheme, which meant that tax
could be reclaimed on their giving
which has the effect of ‘increasing’
their giving by about 28 pence in
the pound at no extra cost to the
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givers.

If all ACC members in the UK,
who pay income tax, gave through
Gift Aid it would be of enormous
benefit to the Church.

The Treasurer said he was looking
into changing the Diocesan
Insurance provider from Aviva to
Ecclesiastical (seems appropriate!),
from whom he could get a better
deal. The Public Liability
Certificate  would be available to
parishes soon. Progress in setting

up the Endowment/Investment
Fund was in hand. Mr Mann
reported an Income of almost

£27.700 for 2008 and expenditure
slightly in excess of the income total
by about £70. He felt this was an
excellent performance in a year of
considerable activity, including the
Consecration of our new Bishop.
A Budget of £21,000 has been
agreed as the figure for proposal to
Synod for 20009.

The Very Revd Raymond
Thompson presented the last set of
Canons for their final review. Here
and there, minor alterations were
proposed.

There was a lot of discussion on
the process of  interviewing

Candidates for  Ministry, and
whether it would be preferable for
the Board of Ministry (representing
and on behalf of the COA) to under-
take this rather than the whole
Council of  Advice. If so this would
necessitate a review of our present
Protocol. There was some discus-
sion of  various questions relating
to Marriage and the circum-
stances and conditions of conduct-
ing Marriage Ceremonies or Bless-
ings in the ACC for which the
Bishop gave clarification.
Father Donald Walker presented
a copy of the Certificate he had
drawn up in consultation with
Members of the Board of Ministry.
Mr Mann had also prepared some
alternative examples, which he
passed round. These were
discussed. The Bishop thanked Fr
Walker for the version from the
Board of Ministry, saying he liked
the simple bold wording. The idea
of a slight ‘watermark’ image
introduced in several of Mr Mann’s
examples might be a useful way of
ensuring the authenticity of the
original Certificate in that it would be
difficult to copy. Mr Capper
reminded the Council that in the
printing of the Certificate, or for that
matter any legal document, an inkjet
printer was necessary to produce a
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permanent form of printed
document.
Fr Walker reported the

recommendation of the Board
that  priests  from other
jurisdictions wishing to join the
ACC should be expected to
have read the Affirmation of St
Louis, the College of Bishop’s
Statement on Church Unity and
the Canons (both Provincial and
Diocesan). It was suggested
that the Diocesan Canons
should be a integral part of the
Diocesan website when the final
amendments were ratified.

Fr Thompson reported that
he was in contact with Dr
Gerlach (the Provincial
Archivist) as to the kind of
material, which needs to be
passed on to the Province.

The method of handling the
Annual Parish Returns  will be
slightly different this year as
Parishes and Missions are to
return them direct to the
Diocesan Secretary by Ash
Wednesday so that he can
prepare information for Synod
and also  complete the
Provincial Annual Returns. 1t is
most important that those
responsible for the Returns from
each Congregation see that
they are in on time together with
a copy of the accounts and the
tithe for the year.

In his Secretary’s Report Dr
Fidge said that it was important
that all Members went though
the last batch of the Canons just
as soon as they got them and
send Fr Thompson any
alterations they might propose.
It really is a great help to be
able to consolidate any changes
well before the Meeting so that
all Members know what is going
to be discussed. He also used

his report as an aide memoire
for those Members who had
particular matters to attend to
before the Council Meeting.

The Bishop announced his
intention to appoint Father
Donald Walker (pictured above)
as an Honorary Canon of the
Diocese of the United
Kingdom in recognition of his
service to the Diocese both in
ThamesDitton and Dartford, as
Council Member and Chairman
of the Board of Ministry. The
appointment would take place
at this year’s Annual Synod in
London. Members of the
Council congratulated Fr Walker
following this announcement.

The question of vacancies
on the Council arising at
Synod was discussed. The
Bishop said there will be several
and asked Members to bear in
mind the need to elect
candidates (whether by nomina-
tion or who volunteer) who will



be able and wiling to attend
Meetings regularly and make a full
contribution to the work of the
Council.

Dates of Future Meetings are -
Annual Synod 18 April 2009; COA
11 July 2009 (since amended to
4th July: Ed) and 3 October 20009.
The proposed dates for 2010 are —
COA 9 January; Annual Synod 10
April; COA 10 July and 16 October.
If Members of Council, or any
readers have a query regarding
these dates it would be helpful to
contact the Secretary as soon as
possible.

DIOCESAN SYNOD
Saturday 18th April 2009

12 noon
Solemn Pontifical High Mass

The Chapel, Central Hall
Westminster

Followed (after Lunch) by the
Synod Meeting in

The Broadbent Room,
Central Hall
Westminster

NOTICES:

Pre-Synod Meal

Following on from the success of
previous years it is hoped to have a
pre synod meal together for
delegates who are staying in
London overnight on the eve of
Synod (Friday 17th April). Please

contact Dr Roy Fidge for details on
01322 330272:

Chrism Mass

The Bishop wishes to remind the
clergy that the Holy Oils will be B=  (
blessed during the Chrism Mass on
Maundy Thursday (9th April) at St ($
Augustine’s Church, Best Lane, $

Canterbury at 12 noon. For those
clergy unable to attend the Mass
the Oils will be distributed by The
Very Revd Raymond Thompson at
Synod on 18th April. Old Stocks of *H
the QOils should be burnt reverently
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after reception of the new oils.

Provincial Synod 2009 $

This years Provincial Synod will
be will be held in Richmond,
Virginia, USA on 28 — 30 October
2009.

The Bishop will be attending and
it is hoped that The Very Revd
Charles & Mrs Pat Johnson (from
St Alban’s, Salford) and Mr Roy
Hipkiss (from St Augustine’s,
Canterbury) will also be attending
as delegates.

Visitation to Whitby

The Bishop will pay his first
visitation as Diocesan to St Ninian’s
Whitby on Saturday 11th July. A
solemn High Pontifical Mass will be
celebrated at 12 noon. For further
details please contact Rev Dom
Philip-James French, OSB, the
Parish Priest: Tel: 01947 603013



“The Land Into Which God Has Called Us”

GO ON BEFORE THE PEOPLE AND TAKE WITH THEE
THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL...EXODUS 17: 5

The Sermon preached by Father.
George William Rutler, OGS, Rector
of the Church of the Good
Shepherd, Rosemont,
Pennsylvania, at the Consecration
to the Episcopate in Denver,
Colorado, on January 28, 1978, of
C. Dale Doren, Robert Sherwood
Morse, James Orin Mote and Peter
Francis Watterson, for the Anglican
Church in North America (which the
following year was renamed the
Anglican Catholic Church).

Through the power of God who
breathed on the water on the first
day of Creation, and who breathed
on the Cross on the first day of
Redemption, and who breathed on
Jerusalem on the first day of
Sanctification, | am called to
breathe today in the name of God.
This is my glory as a priest.
Through the invitation of the
bishops here assembled I, who am
junior in wisdom and senior in sin,
am called to preach before the
elders and the saints. That is my
mortification as a man. So | speak
to you in the power of God and in
the weakness of my heart. Say
“Amen” to both for it is certain that
we come here joyful in the majesty

of God and repentant of the
foolishness in ourselves.

If on such a happy day we need
assurance, it should be that God
chooses the weak things of the
world to confound the wise. That is
why | would have you remember
Moses and his people. | know little
about ancient Israel, but then
again, you have asked me to tell
bishops how to be bishops, and of
that | know even less. So you will
let me hide my ignorance in the
pages of God’'s Holy Word, for
while they describe a people far
removed from us, the parish priest
in me sees in them souls very much
like ours.

Moses led them out of Egypt. Yet
Moses had been a prince in the
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STOP PRESS ...
Bishop Mead’s
Consecration
DVD is now
available.
Priced at £18
plus £2 p&p
The DVD is
2 1/2 hours long
and filmed in
high definition.
Cheques to be
sent to the
Diocesan Office
and made
payable to “The
Right Revd D
Mead” please.
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courts of Egypt. It could not have
been easy for him to lead the
exodus, and he found all manner
of excuses not to, from the
irregularity of his orders to the
impediment of his speech. When
he left, he must have carried with
him heavy regret that so much
sweat and so much innocency had
been the price of freedom.

Egypt, in any case, was behind.
So must our past dissents be
behind. No longer will we revive
old complaints. They are past and
done, and the measuring of them
will be a proper activity for our
children who, we hope, will have
more time for retrospection than
we. If Egypt wants peace with
Israel, it will make us glad and we
will do everything we can to
achieve that peace as God wills it.
For Egypt is where we were and
Israel is where we are going, but it
is the prayer of Christ that all of us
should end in Heaven.

It is not so important that we
have left things behind.
Every Christian is commanded to
do that in baptism. It is more
important that we recognize the
new man we are putting on. It can
be a shock. When Israel had
finished celebrating its delivery,
when Moses put down his trumpet
and Deborah her tambourine, they
looked around and realized they
were singing the Lord’s song in a
strange land.

Sometime this afternoon after we
have paid the bills, or tomorrow
after we have packed up, or the
next day when we read the
newspapers, sometime soon, it will
dawn that we have been singing
the Lord’s song in a strange land.
This Philadelphian is not referring
to Denver. | mean we are the first
Christians at the end of an age.
We stand on the worn terrain of a
century’s finish, announcing Christ
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to the year 2,000. We are not
salvaging old sentiments or
reacting against inevitable change;
we mean to change a stubborn
world for Jesus Christ.

What a strange land in which we
are doing it! It has been peopled
with men who call our song a
nursery rhyme, for they claim to
have come of age. Trace
their footsteps. They took the
song about the God of love and
threw it well more than six million
times into ovens. They took the
song about the God of peace and
shred it twice worldwide and
threaten to blow it apart altogether.
They take the song about the God
of judgment and rule it out of order
in their parliaments.

How does one sing the Lord’s
song to man come of age? By
declaring that he has not come of
age. Contemporary man is in his
magnificent adolescence in which
the body has grown beyond the
coordination of the spirit, in which
self-assurance is met with self-
doubt, and self-discovery
summons self-fear. He thought
he had it all explained when he
discovered the psyche, but then he
tried to plumb its depths and found
it had no bottom.

God told us about these things
long ago when He declared
Heaven Heaven and hell hell. Itis
a consolation to know about them,
but the magnificent adolescent has
rejected them. This is a bad state
of affairs because, in trying to paint
himself grown up, he risks losing
the art of immortality. He gets
everything backwards, and begins
to sing a strange song in the Lord’s
land. That is how we have
become a throw-away generation.
When the magnificent adolescent
hides from his own soul, the
sensible ecology — which saves
the disposable — disposes what



should be saved. Tyranny throws
away freedom, banality throws
away truth, and the magnificent
adolescent  weeps for the
vanishing egret, walrus and whale,
while behind his back the skilled
hands of technical men are
throwing away unborn babies.

This is the land into which God
has called us, and | expect He had
it planned from that first day He
breathed on the water. Sometimes
even lIsrael cannot see that and
sometimes only Moses is left with
the vision. The first time Jesus
speaks in the Fourth Gospel, He
says, “What are you looking for?”
What are we looking for? In these
past months we have often
wondered what we had gotten
ourselves into. At first it was a
heady experience, this new
freedom. Now we might be Israel,
just as our father Jacob had been.

When we sang the Creed, we
could openly cross our bodies and
not our fingers. Then some began
to murmur we had gone too far
and some not far enough. Some
wanted to keep fighting Pharoah
and some thought they should be
Moses. Oh yes! Great black birds
have been slowly wheeling
overhead. It was at this point that
the children of Israel cried out,
“Why have you brought us up out
of Egypt?” They were dying of
thirst and about to stone Moses.
He called out, “What shall | do with
them?” It is a call that has been
called every time someone with
vision tried to correct the myopia of
his friends.

The Lord said to Moses, “Go on
before the people, and take with
thee of the elders of Israel...” So
Moses took a staff in his hand and
with it he led the people to a rock.
They would have stumbled over it
but he struck it with his staff and
out of it came water. So this is a
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great day of joy. Many of us
hesitated to come here. Years
from now many more will hesitate
to say they were not here.

It is quintessentially Anglican that
we should be gathered in a
Lutheran Church on the Feast of
St. Thomas Aquinas. In a
meditation, the French writer
George Bernanos imagined God
speaking these words to Luther:

Don't deceive vyourself, brother
Martin; this is neither the greatest
nor the noblest task | could give
you; it is simply a task made to
your measure — that is all. | have
given you health and strength and
popular eloquence and a genius
for controversy almost equal to
that of my son Augustine. But
these are not the favourite
weapons of the saints — make
no mistake about that — you will
only find them good for tearing up,
sweeping away, and uprooting the
corrupted stocks. Think of my
apostle, Paul, whom you're so fond
of. He, too, was a carnal man,
violent, rash, and argumentative.
What a business | had to soften
and unstiffen his soul...

Some would say God did not
completely succeed with Luther.
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But just as Paul the reformer
became Paul the apostle by his
proclamation of faith, hope and
love, so did Luther move from
controversialist to prophet when he
wrote:  “There are three lights
given to men: The light of nature,
the light of grace, the light of
glory.”

St. Thomas Aquinas wrote a
great many miraculous volumes to
say just that, but he most clearly
moved from scholasticism to
sanctity after he received a
revelation while celebrating Mass:
“The end of my labours is come.
All that | have written appears to
be as so much straw after the
things that have been revealed to
me.”

In the case of Israel, it was na-
ture that made them thirsty. It was
grace that gave Moses strength to
lead them to the rock. But it was
the sight of glory that quenched
their thirst. “My flesh longeth after
thee in a dry and thirsty land where
no water is; To see thy power and
thy glory.” (Psalm 63: 1) There
are many gifts given to a bishop,
but the chief charisms of episcope
are the abilty to be natural,
graceful, and glorious.

My brothers called to be bishops,
you must be natural. You will not
lack people to remind you of that,
but you know it better than anyone.
It is good that you are natural
because you can know what it is
like to be thirsty. You are to be
apostles of God who made Himself
thirsty for our sakes. That will
enable you to teach a drunken
generation why it is still thirsty.
Rejoice in the thirst. To desire a
thing is the start of finding it, and
that is true of us and of God.

Your first job as bishops is to show
the world it needs bishops. One
reason | believe in bishops is that,
when | was a seminarian, a bishop
visited the chapel and preached
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against them. He said we do not
need shepherds because the
people are not sheep. | knew the
titte Good Shepherd, which he
called archaic, was not the
invention of some  arbitrary
livestock interest, and as a
seminarian | was obliged to
disbelieve anything any bishop
said in chapel, but chiefly | refused
to believe him because | knew |
was a sheep.

Now while it is natural to be
sheep, it is a miracle that there
should be shepherds. It is a gift
that comes from God. You will
know you are shepherds when you
listen and can hear the sheep. Be-
cause you are natural, you will un-
derstand the natural law that hu-
man sheep do not bleat; they cry
when they are born and they cry
when they die, and in between
they make scurrilous speecheg
from platforms, cheer from
bleachers, croon “I love you,” snarl
‘I hate you,” swear by God, and
ask if there is a God.

Be so natural that you can hear
the sounds of the sheep. They will
open their eyes and see in you
what they have needed for a long
time — a shepherd. When they can
see the shepherd they will find that
he is more than a shepherd. He is
that figure so rare in fallen nature
and so maligned in passing
theology, a father.

My brothers called to be bishops,
be graceful. You are men set
apart. You can do nothing of your
own. This is not your high
priesthood; it belongs to the chief
shepherd and bishop of our souls
who is the only high priest. Your
clumsy mistakes will be your own;
your graceful miracles will be
God’s. So you must pray for faith
to expect miracles and grace to
accept them when they happen.
Never grow comfortable with holy
things. The greatest graciousness



required is to stand at the door of
each church you enter and
announce in the language of the
people, “Christ is risen.”

Be so graceful that when some
voice in the corner speaks up and
says, “Is it true?” you will be able
to say, “Yes, it is true, | have seen
Him.” And if you have seen Him,
then you will have the greatest
grace of all, and a necessary
charism of the elder: a willingness
to die for the people. You can
hardly point to the empty cross
until you have holes in your hands.
Have the grace to be marked men.

A missionary society in England
asked a bishop in Uganda, “What
can we send your people? You
are being persecuted. Your
archbishop has been martyred.
What can we send you?” The
answer came back: Not food, not
medicine; 250 clerical collars. This
was the explanation: “It is your
western prejudice which thinks this
an odd request. You must
understand, when our people are
being rounded up to be shot, they
must be able to spot their priests.”
Be so graceful that people will be
able to spot you.

A woman spotted Peter at the
campfire and Peter denied who he
was until he spotted graceful
Jesus. Days later, he spotted
Jesus again on the edge of the
lake. He swam to shore and Jesus
said to him who stood dripping
wet, “Feed my lambs...feed my
sheep...feed my sheep.” Jesus
built His Church on Peter, not
because he was a rock but
because he had been rocked, so
rocked that from then on, like the
Ancient Mariner haunted with a
tale, Peter would say to every
bishop he spotted, “Feed the
sheep.” (I Peter 5: 2) If Jesus
continues to build His Church on
you, it is not because you are

rocks but because you have hit the
rocks. Itis no shame. Moses hit a
rock and out poured living water.

My brothers about to be bishops,

be glorious. You are ambassadors
of God, bearers of His glory. That
is why this is the last time | may
call you James, Peter, Robert,
Dale. From now on you will be
Bishop, and in that office your
opinions and inclinations are
subject to profound obedience to
God. You must decrease that
Jesus might increase. It is not a
royal “we” that bishops use; it is a
common “we.” It makes you one
with  the many angels and
archangels and companions of
heaven with whom you join your
little voice to make the one great
Sanctus.
...From now on, the one time you
must say “I” is when you go to
confession. When Moses came
down the mountain, the people did
not remark his eyes, nose,
or mouth; they were entranced by
a glow now given to you. You are
stewards of glory and that means
the devil is also about to give you
a devilish charism which he
especially reserves for bishops:
The ability to bankrupt glory. The
people want to see light when they
see you. Not to shed light is a sin
of omission in ordinary folk, but it is
a sin of commission in a bishop.
My brothers, let there be light.
That will be the start of new
creation. May others come to say
of you what the African boy said of
his bishop: “You know he is a
loving man, for his mouth is always
opened for laughter, for he is still
laughing and he will laugh forever.”
Forever.

As the bearers of glory, you must
meditate on how you will die. You
must do it as did Pope John XXIII.
His chaplain saw the shade of

death crossing the old man’s face
Continued on page 16
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The Last Seven Words of Christ ...
A Meditation for Passiontide

The Seven Last "Words" of
Jesus Christ from the cross are
actually 7 short phrases that
Jesus uttered on Calvary that
serve as an excellent holy week
meditation.

To find all of the seven last
words of Jesus Christ, one must
read all the gospels since none of
the evangelists records all 7 last
words. The sayings would have
been originally uttered by Jesus in
the Aramaic language, but only
one of the last seven ‘words’ of
Jesus is preserved for us in the
original Aramaic, namely "Eli, Eli,
lama sabacthani" or "My God, My
God, why hast thou forsaken me,"
which is actually a direct quote of
the opening verse of Psalm 22.

The rest of the seven last words
of Jesus are found in the gospels
after having been translated into
Greek by the four Evangelists.

For centuries these seven last
words of Jesus have been also
used as meditation points for
spiritual conferences, retreats, and
Lenten missions. They are
particularly wonderful to use for
prayer during Passiontide,
especially in Holy Week.

1. "Father,
forgive  them,
they know not
what the do"
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It makes sense that the first word
of Jesus from the cross is a word
of forgiveness. That's the point of
the cross, after all. Jesus is dying
so that we might be forgiven for
our sins, so that we might be rec-
onciled to God for eternity.
Questions for Reflection

Do you really believe God has
forgiven your sins? Do you take
time on a regular basis to confess
your sins so that you might enjoy
the freedom of forgiveness? Do
you need to experience God's
forgiveness in a fresh way today?

2."To day shalt
thou be with me in
paradise."
As Jesus hung on
the cross, he was
mocked . One of the
criminals being
crucified with him added his own
measure of scorn. But the other
one sensed that Jesus was being
treated unjustly. After speaking up
for Jesus, he cried out, "Lord,
remember me when thou comest
into thy kingdom." Jesus
responded to this criminal, "Verily |
say unto thee, To day shalt thou
be with me in paradise." Thus we
have encountered one of the most
astounding and  encouraging
verses in all of Scripture.
Questions for Reflection
Have you staked your life on
Jesus? Have you put your ultimate
trust in him? Do you know that,
when your time comes, you will be
with him in paradise?

3."Woman, behold
thy son.”
When we think of the
crucifixion of Jesus
from the perspective
of his mother, our
horror increases
dramatically. To watch one's
beloved child experience the
extreme torture of crucifixion must



have been unimaginably terrible.
Questions for Reflection

Do you offer up your physical and
mental pain to God or do you allow
it to get the better of you?

Why do you think was it necessary
for Jesus to suffer physical pain as
he died?

4. "My God, My
God, why hast
thou forsaken
me?"

As Jesus was
dying on the
cross, he echoed
the beginning of
Psalm 22. This side of heaven, we
will never fully know what Jesus
was experiencing in this moment.
Was he asking this question
because, in the mystery of his
incarnational suffering, he didn't
know why God had abandoned
him? Or was his cry not so much a
question as an expression of
profound agony? Or was it both?

Questions for Reflection

Have you taken time to consider

that Jesus was abandoned by the

Father so that you might not be?

Do you allow despair or

depression to separate you from

God or do you put yourself in his
hands?
5. "l thirst."

No doubt Jesus

experienced

extreme thirst
while being
crucified. He

would have lost a

substantial
guantity of bodily fluid, both blood
and sweat, through what he had
endured even prior to crucifixion.

Questions for Reflection
As you reflect on Jesus' statement,
"I am thirsty," ask yourself ... do
you thirst for him and his love.
Does your soul yearn for the living
water that Jesus supplies.
6. "It is finished."
The Greek verb
which is trans-
lated as ‘It is
finished (means
"It's done
Its complete."
Jesus had
accomplished his mission. He had
announced and inaugurated
the kingdom of God. He had
revealed the Ilove and grace
of God by dying for the sin of the
world.
Questions for Reflection
Do you live your life as if you truly
know you are a citizen of the
heavenly kingdom? Or do you
allow yourself to be bogged down
by earthly concerns?.

7. "Father, Into thy hands, |
commend my

spirit ."
Earlier Jesus used
Psalm 22, "My

God, my God, why
have you forsaken
me?" to express
his anguish. Later
he borrowed from
Psalm 31. God
would not  deliver him from death
by crucifixion. But beyond this
horrific death lay something
marvellous.
Questions for Reflection
Have you put your life and, indeed,
your life beyond this life, in God's
hands? How do you experience
God's salvation through Christ in
your life today?
+DM
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Continued from Page 13

and in silence began to weep. The
Pope placed a hand on his head
and said, “Courage, my son. | am
a bishop and | must die as a
bishop, with simplicity but with
majesty. And you must help me.
Go get the people together.”

The people will come together
whenever they want a bishop. My
brothers, look! The people have
come together today. You must
launch a revival so impossible that
it is doomed to failure without God.

Nature, grace and glory — may
they be yours in full abundance.
For you have a great work to do.
Daniel said, “Those who know God
shall  stand firm and take
action.” (Daniel 11: 32) You must
go on before the people and take
with you the elders of Israel.
You must hold your staff and strike
living water. You must let the Holy
Spirit increase this movement.
You must realize that you are
involved in no petty ecclesiastical
squabble but are part of a massive
realignment between orthodoxy
and secularism which is
transforming and renewing all the
Churches of Christendom.

You must convince skeptics that
you mean what you say. You must
teach spectators that you are
involved in the Gospel. You must
dissuade opportunists from
exploiting our divisions. You must
discourage enthusiasts from
flaunting our success. You must
create a seat of unity and trust out
of an episcopate which, in recent
years, has become a seat of
disunity and distrust. You must
break the conspiracy of silence
that has kept the faithful ignorant
of what is happening in the
Church.

You must support our brothers
and sisters who valiantly hope
against hope that they can still
convert the old house you have
left. You must keep your own
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household in order, either as
celibates after the example of St.
Paul or married only once after the
command of St. Paul. You must
pray so hard that others will ask
you to teach them how.

You must reaffirm the St. Louis
Affirmation of our continued
relations with the See of
Canterbury* and all faithful parts of
the Anglican Communion. You
must demonstrate that this Church
is far from intending to depart from
classical Anglicanism in any
essential point of  doctrine,
discipline, or worship, and that our
new formation is simply required of
us by local circumstances. You
must recollect that you are not
being made Anglican bishops but
bishops in the Church of God, just
as we priests were not ordained
Episcopal priests but priests in the
Church of God and have forfeited
the lesser identity to preserve the
larger.

You must admonish those who
think it rude to break communion
that, beside the examples of the
ancient saints, we have the
example of that modern blessed
one who is loving and laughing
forever, Frank Weston, Bishop of
Zanzibar, who broke communion
with the Bishop of Hereford in
1915.

(3 )
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You must inform those who
question your propriety that
you are as proper or improper as
Matthew Parker, the Non-Jurors
and Samuel Seabury, and
fundamentally you are as proper or
improper as the entire Anglican
experience. You must work for the
renewal and unity of all Catholic
Anglicans. You must petition the
ancient Latin and Eastern Sees
beginning with Rome that we
regret post-Reformation Anglican-
iIsm has never been in communion
with an historic patriarchate, and
we pray for a restoration of
apostolic unity, not as a distant
vision or academic speculation, but
as a fact in our time. You must
make a place in your house for
Mary, as did your ancestor, Bishop
John.

It is a lot to ask, but we are not
really asking it of you but of God.
We ask it, knowing that some
assembled here may not outlive
the wilderness. It may be your
vocation to remain on this side of
the Jordan, and it may be your fate
that the tribes will not remember
where they left you. If so, you truly
will be Moses. As such, we will
need your blessing, for when your
hands are raised, the Spirit of God
will prevaill and when they are
lowered, the Spirit of the Age will

prevail. By our “Amen” today, we
promise to help keep your hands
up.

Do not worry about our

weakness. For more than Moses,
you are called to be Christ. He
held up His hands in His high
priestly prayer and kept them up
after His men had fallen asleep.
He had to rely on nails. How true it
is that He rained bread down on
His people, and they rained nails
down on Him! He gave them
water out of the stony rock and
they drew water from His ribs.

What a strange land and what a
strange people! He sang a song
through it all.

What song was it? Ask any saint

for there was not a saint alive,
hoarse or coarse or croaking, who
could not carry this tune.
Elizabeth Feodorovna, in the
Bolshevik revolution, being both a
sister of the Tsarina and a nun,
was taken from her convent
hospital and thrown down an
abandoned mine shaft. Refuse
and debris were dumped on top of
her. No stone could seal her
sound. For hours after, the people
of the village trembled because
they could hear her singing. It was
the song forbidden by the devil.
It was the song still sung by Jesus
and broke the devil's back. It was
the love song of the human race,
the wedding song of Christ and the
Church, the anthem of apostles
ancient and modern, and it is the
song you will sing as you go on
before the people with staff in
hand: “I have overcome the world.”
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The Bishop has, to
co-ordinate a response
to the needs of these
people, appointed

Fr Tim Perkins as
Chaplain to ‘Anglican
Catholics at Large’ to
take the Sacraments to

isolated members.
There is no charge for
this service, however,
the reimbursement of
travel expenses is much
appreciated

Fr Tim can be contacted
on
0161 833 3577
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St Augustine’s Church
5b Best Lane,

Canterbury, Kent CT1 2JB

Sunday:llam Sung Mass
(Followed on 1st Sunday by Healing Service)

Wednesday42 noon Low Mass
Major Holy Days12 noon Low Mass

Holy Days of Obligatiorvpm Sung Mass

Bishop Damien Mead)1797 321704
“Anglican Catholicism in the heart of
Canterbury once more”

St Alban’s Church

320 Great Cheetham St East, Salford, Manchester

Sunday Services
10am Matins
10.45am Mass
Fr Charles Johnso0161 798 6251
Fr Tim Perkins0161 833 3577
Fr James Pett¥1282 703071

St Ninian’s Church
Baxtergate, Whitby, North Yorkshire

Christmas Services
Sunday Service: 10am Sung Mass
Daily 10am Low Mass (Except Weds
when Mass is at 7pm)
Saturday 9.30am Rosary
1st Saturday: 11am Benediction

Rev Dom Philip-James French, OSB
01947 603013

“An historic Church
ministering to the people of Whitby”
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Our Lady of Walsingham &

St Francis of Assisi
The Chapel, Fort Pitt Cemetery, City Way, Rochester

Sundays:10am Sung Mass
Tuesdays9am Low Mass
Fridays: 9am Low Mass
Holy Days of Obligation

7.30pm Sung Mass

Fr Raymond Thompso01634 319860

Mission of

St Mary & St Eanswythe ="
31 Highfield Road, Dartford

Sunday ServicesMatins

Monthly 12 noon Low Mass
(usually 4th Sunday) 2 #

Dr Roy Fidge 01322 22017
Fr Don Walker020 8398 4304

2 9
Mission of St Bede 8%
Vera Fletcher Hall, Embercourt
Road, Thames Ditton &

Sunday Service:
1lam Mass

Fr Don Walker 020 8398 4304

Mission of

Our Lady & St Mildred
69 Ingoldsby Road, Birchington, Kent

Monthly 12 noon Mass (Usually 1st Tuesday)
Bishop Damien Mead1797 321704

Mrs Gillian Parry 01843 845435

Mission of Our Lady & St Bernard
15 Milnercroft Hallcroft, East Retford, Notts

Monday - Saturdaivatins 7.00am
Sunday Matins 10.00am
Monday - Sundajvensong6.00pm

Masses and other services as announced
Fr Charles Johnsddil61 798 6251
Mr Paul Walker 01777 707 454




Mission of St Alban the Martyr
Newmarket Ave, Northolt

Services
As announced
Warden

Mr Richard Mann
0208 864 8415
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Mission of St Therese of Lisieux
35 Foxfield Way, Grange Park
Northampton

Sunday Services
10.30am Mass
Holy Days as announced

Fr Chris Bosworth
01604 700868

St Nicholas Chapel Mission of Blessed

St Nicholas House
42-48 High Street, Lydd Charles Stuart,

Daily Offices and K&M
Other Services Burnley
As announced Fr James Petty
BishopDamienMead 01282 703071
01797 321704 Please telephone for information
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